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Friends are invited to 

view the exhibition of paintings 
by senior students on campus 
starting May 15 


traditionally, the fine arts 
are the touchstone of freedom 
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When people are oppressed by autocratic rule, their means 
of expression become empty and stereotyped—governed solely 
by mechanical limitations. Without the opportunity for 
constructive expression, the God-given endowment of every 
man, creativity is dwarfed ... and the challenge of educating 
the “whole man,” the goal of true liberal arts 

education, is not met. 


What better opportunity is there for creative development 
in an age of conformity than in the fine arts—arts which 
are the fibre of man’s cultural heritage and development. And 
what more glorious opportunity than to graduate from 
a college with the conviction that a God-given endowment 
is in turn dedicated to the future “For Christ and His Kingdom.” 


In the Division of Fine Arts, Wheaton offers a major in art and 
music leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree; and through the 
Conservatory of Music to the Bachelor of Music degrees. Many 
students who do not major in the fine arts feel that they are a measure 
of culture, and elect courses in this Division. 

Wheaton graduates are serving in many capacities—on the mission 
field, in professional life, in the home. To all of them, the arts afford 
expression for all facets of life. Such Christian culture is a vital 
force in Christian living. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET... 


This attractive, illustrated booklet explains 

the objectives of the Art program at Wheaton, 
and shows how this training benefits the 
individual in varied areas of Christian 

life and service. 
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Hodge and the Church 


I have read with deep appreciation 
Charles Hodge’s sermon on “The 
Unity of the Church.” It is not strange 
that a sermon nearly 100 years old 
should be so relevant to the present 
situation, for it is based on the eternal 
Word of God. 

The clear teachings of the New 
Testament on the oneness of believers 
in Christ must give us all something of 
a bad conscience because of the differ- 
ences among us, and must drive us to 
seek for practical bases for a united 
faith, life and action. 

Dr. Hodge recognized the reasons 
for denominations. These reasons are. 
still with us. Not all see alike, and not 
all who name Christ’s name are His 
followers. But the basic unity of all 
true believers in Christ, and the escha- 
tological unity which we all expect, 
should be a powerful motive to love, 
understanding, and cooperation here 
and now. 

Paut Erp, editor 
Gospel Herald 
Scottdale, Pa. 


If we could all come under the dis- 
cipline of the truth which it sets forth 
with regard to the nature of the church 
and of our relationship to each other 
as members of it, the witness of the 
church before the world would be im- 
measurably strengthened. I have long 
been convinced that nothing less than 
this must be the goal of all thinking 
Christians. 

S. FRANKLIN Mack 

Broadcasting & Film Commission, 
N.C.C. 

New York City, N.Y. 


I have read this article with interest. 
He seems to have lived 100 years 
ahead of his time. 

My own Communion—The “Disci- 
ples of Christ’—began in 1809 with 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell. The 
“Declaration and Address” written by 
Thomas Campbell was a plea for 
Christian unity. In these days such a 
message sounded quite strange. 

JessE M. BADER, gen’l. sec. 
World Convention of Disciples 
of Christ 

New York City, N.Y. 


Nothing is more helpful in any dis- 
cussion than to have an accurate def- 
inition of terms. In his “The Unity of 
the Church,” the late Dr. Charles 
Hodge has defined clearly and co- 
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gently the believer, the local assembly, 
the denomination, and above all, the 
church. This definition of terms and 
the implications therefrom are urgent- 
ly needed in this day when confusion 
abounds because of uncertainty as to 
what is essentially spiritual in the 
church and what is merely human. 


V. RAYMOND EDMAN 
Wheaton College 
Wheaton, Ii. 


The newly discovered sermon on 
“The Unity of the Church” by Charles 
Hodge, although preached in 1866, is 
an astonishingly relevant treatment of 
one of the central spiritual problems 
of our time. With a directness and 
clarity few writers of our age can 
match, the great Princeton theologian 
marshals the scriptural facts regarding 
the church as the body of Christ both 
in its invisible and visible aspects. 
Such a forthright statement is bound 
to provoke dissent as well as assent. 
Those who dissent from it, however, 
should be sure that they are doing so 
on scriptural grounds. 

FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 
The Stony Brook School 
Stony Brook, L. I. 


What an opportune time to bring 
out this concise and yet scholarly 
treatment of “The Unity of the 
Church.” It is delightfully evangelical 
and Bible-based, sane and catholic in 
its point of view. 

Thoroughly scriptural in its concept 
of the una Sancta, it gives no space to 
the now stylish talk of the Church as 
the “vehicle and mediator of salvation” 
—an idea not without some basis when 
rightly understood in view of the Great 
Commission, but so easily and so com- 


monly slanted to a this-worldly saving 


of society. 
STEPHEN W. PAINE 
Houghton College 
Houghton, N.Y. 


Most of the confusion in thinking 
which has led to the ecumenical move- 
ment of the 20th century has risen from 
failure to distinguish the Church as 
the body of Christ, constituted by the 
baptism of the Spirit, and already in 
true, everlasting, and perfect union, 
and the church as an organization 
characterized by denominations, state- 
ments of particular faith, government, 
local assemblies and discipline. 

Charles Hodge argues cogently that 
the true unity of the church as formed 
by divine grace on the one hand points 


to fellowship in spiritual things on the 
part of all true Christians, and on the 
other hand does not justify an ecumen- 
ical church organizationally which 

would achieve organizational unity 
without regard for differences in theol- 

ogy and polity. oye 

JOHN F. WALVOORD 

Dallas Theological Seminary 

Dallas, Texas 


This hitherto unpublished sermon 
by Dr. Charles Hodge is to my mind 
a very sound and basic expression of 
the predominate evangelical belief of 
the Church of Jesus Christ. His em- 
phasis on spiritual unity is excellent, 
his observations on cooperation are 
sound. He, of course, could not foresee 
two great factors. 

One is the fact that a very large per- 
centage of the churches were to be 
subjected first of all to the plague of 
higher criticism, that ,¢yentually pro-. 
duced what we knew as “liberalism,” 
and has now produced neo-orthodoxy 
in the Church. The Church had its 
theological problems in his day, but 
were not as well developed and organ- 
ized as they are in ours, nor were they 
so generally prevalent in certain seg- 
ments of the leadership of the Protes- 
tant church. 

The second factor that he could not 
foresee was the great ecumenical move- 
ments which would highlight an effort 
that he in turn warns against and that 
is “organic union without spiritual 
unity.” However, in light of the times 
in which he wrote the sermon, I be- 
lieve it is a presentation that most 
evangelicals would heartily accept. 

CLyDE W. TAYLOR 
Secretary of Affairs, N.A.E. 
Washington, D.C. 


Puny Efforts 


Cheers to Leslie Flynn for his out- 
standing article, “What. IsSpirituality?” 
(June, 1958). 

Some evangelical denominations 
have gotten to the point where the 
hallmark of salvation seems to be in 
the individual’s own good works. One 
is considered a Christian if he does not 
go to the movies, does not wear make- 
up, does not drink, does not smoke, 
does not do this and does not do that. 


Our salvation depends on one thing 
and one thing only—what Jesus Christ 
has done, not what we can do. . . . The 
more we realize that our own puny 
efforts and works are as filthy rags in 
God’s sight, the closer we are drawn 
into intimate fellowship with our pre- 
cious Savior and appreciate all He has 
done for us. 

ELMER LEwiIs 
New York City, N.Y. 
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Foretastes 


Spending seven consecutive years 
in Europe while he was a young man 
has given ETERNITY’s Editor-in-Chief 
a unique background. 

Most of those years were spent 
in France where Dr. Barnhouse 
served as pastor of French-speaking 
churches and completed his univer- 
sity work. 

Throughout the ensuing years Dr. 
Barnhouse has maintained close ties 
with the Christian community in 
France. For his aid to French edu- 
cational institutions, he was made a 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor by 
the French Government. He speaks 
the language fluently, knows French 
history and understands the culture 
as few Americans do. 

But beyond all this, Dr. Barnhouse 
has been a keen student of Bible 
prophecy. Through the years, his 
knowledge of the prophetic Scriptures 
has enabled him to explain contem- 
porary world trends incisively in the 
light of the Word of God. 

Thus, he is well prepared to write 
the leading article of this issue, “The 
Death of the French Republic” (page 
5). What he has to say about the 
background of France’s present crisis, 
General de Gaulle (this month’s cover 
profile), and the ultimate destiny of 
that nation is rewarding reading. 

* * * 

In this same issue (page 21), an- 
other view of France is presented— 
that of Christian activity and the 
efforts of American missionaries in 
that land. 

Frank Horton, son of U.S. mission- 
aries to Africa, is working with Inter- 
national Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students in France. His interview with 
one of the leading pastors of France 
enables U.S. Christian workers abroad 
to see themselves through French 
eyes. As the article says, “Some of 
the comments may not make pleas- 
ant reading—but they should not be 
waved off lightly or explained away.” 

In any event, the interview reveals 
the deep spiritual need of France 
which is undoubtedly related to her 
present and recurring political crises. 
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NIEBUHR 


It is not the place of any man to 
judge another individual. I do not 
judge Reinhold Niebuhr. However, it 
is the place of a Christian minister, 
and above all, a Christian editor, to 
judge the writings of individual men. 
I would be remiss in my duties as a 
minister of Christ if I did not point to 
Niebuhr’s latest folly and castigate it 
as a horrible travesty of Christian the- 
ology and a denial of the necessity of 
redemption through Christ. ; 

Writing in the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis’ Journal, Niebuhr 
states that Christian missionary activ- 
ities among Jews are wrong, because, 
he says, “they are futile,’ and Chris- 
tianity and Judaism are enough alike 
“for the Jew to find God more easily 
in terms of his own religious heritage” 
rather than to undergo “the hazards” 
of conversion. 

Niebuhr’s position flagrantly con- 
tradicts the Lord Jesus Christ. He, the 
God-Man, did not say that He was one 
of many equally good ways, one phase 
of truth and one aspect of life. He de- 
clared that He was the way, the truth 
and the life, and that no man (Jews 
included) could come to the Father 
except through Him. Christ taught the 
exclusive finality of faith in Himself. 
At Pentecost, and after, the Apostles 
declared that there was no salvation in 
any other than Christ, “for there is no 
other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). 

I do not understand the workings of 
Niebuhr’s mind, but from what he 
writes I can draw only the following 
conclusions: Evidently Niebuhr does 
not believe (1) that men are com- 
pletely lost apart from Jesus Christ; 
(2) that there is but one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus (I Tim. 2:5); (3) that Jews are 
under a special handicap since “their 
minds were hardened; for to this day, 
when they read the old covenant, that 
same veil remains unlifted, because 
only through Christ is it taken away. 
Yes, to this day whenever Moses is 
read a veil lies over their minds, but 
when a man [a Jew] turns to the Lord 
the veil is removed” (II Cor. 3:14-16). 

A man may disbelieve these things 
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and be called a theologian, but can he 
be called a Christian? It would be nec- 
essary for me to radically revise my 
classifications, in order to define such 
thinking as “Christian.” 

I have often wondered whether Nie- 
buhr knows personally the minimum 
necessary to be a Christian in the bib- 
lical sense of the word. His present 
writing does not raise my hope that he 
might be a true believer in Christ. 
Rather, it weights very heavily my fear 
that he himself has never seen Jesus 
Christ as the only hope of salvation, 
to either Jew or Gentile. 


BANKING AND SALVATION 


I recently came upon a very good 
illustration of salvation while talking 
with a member of the board of direc- 
tors of a small town bank. When we 
mentioned a common acquaintance 
who is a member of the same board, 
my friend told of the canny shrewd- 
ness which had made this man suc- 
cessful. “I don’t know the extent of 
all his deals,” he said, “because I am 
not on the loan committee, but as a 
member of the examining committee 
I see enough to know how clever and 
foresighted he is.” We discussed the 
functions of a bank director and then 
I had my illustration. 

God is His own loan committee and 
He lends every man everything that 
he is or has. God has loaned you your 
physique, whatever it may be; God 
has loaned you your intelligence, 
whatever its quotient; God has loaned 
you your very breath. (Remember the 
line of the hymn? “I'll praise Thee 
as long as Thou lendest me breath.”) 


But God is also His own examining 
committee. Furthermore, we are all de- 
faulters and faithless to every trust 
that God has given us. “There is none 
righteous, no not one.” Our shortages 
will show up before Him more surely 
than the falsifications of a banker 
could be detected by the examining 
committee. 

Then I pointed out that Jesus Christ 
on the cross gave up His life as our 
bond and security. We discussed a 
case well-known in his part of the 
country, where a young man, thinking 
that his wealthy father was dying, 
forged his name for approximately a 
million dollars. The father got well, 
discovered the shortage, made it good 
and disinherited his son. But our God, 
knowing well our shortage, made it 
good in the death of Christ, and in- 
stead of disinheriting us gave us His 
inheritance. What we must do is- ad- 


mit our guilt, throw ourselves on the - 


mercy provided at the cross, and 
accept the fact by faith that God is 
satisfied with the death of Christ in- 
stead of our death. With acceptance of 
these great facts comes such a change 
of life that henceforth we live a life 
of gratitude. 

Wesley understood this. Knowing 
that he was a defaulter, and that his 
case would come before the examining 
scrutiny of Gad, he sang, 


Arise, my soul, arise; shake off thy 
guilty fears, 
The bleeding sacrifice in my be- 
half appears. 
Before the throne my surety stands! 
My name is written on His hands. 


OBEDIENCE 


When I was raising my four chil- 
dren, I demanded instant obedience. 
Whenever possible, I explained why 
the child should obey, but when nec- 
essary the child was to obey instantly 
without any explanation. There was 
severe punishment for any delinquency 
in this field. 

A recent item in the news illustrates 
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75,000 copies sold. 
“It is doubtful if 
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beautiful and wor- 
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hymns—both words 
and music—as does 
this publication .. . 
Recommended wherever Christian 
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singing.” —-ETERNITY 
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a book of sacred — for *. 
fo rmal gatherings Lutheran 
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“A man that hath friends must show 
himself friendly” (Proverbs 18:24). 
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Three friends, one yr. 

This offer expires Sept. 15. 





the need for absolute, unquestioning 
obedience. A small child squeezed past 
the metal railing that keeps spectators 
six feet from the lion cages in the 
Washington Zoo: When her grand- 
father ordered her to come out, she 
backed away teasingly to where a wait- 
ing ten-year-old lion grabbed her, 
clawed her into the cage, and with his 
mate, mangled her to death. 

A child must be taught instant obe- 
dience. Such obedience may save the 
child’s life, but even more important, 
it will teach the child to obey God’s 
Word without hesitation. A child who 
is allowed to back away teasingly from 
a grandfather will grow up to back 
away teasingly from God. 

God has given us commandments 
and principles that are for our good. 
God never gives us a commandment 
because He is arbitrary, or because He 
doesn’t want us to have fun. God says, 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me,” not because He is jealous of His 
own position and prerogatives, but be- 
cause He knows that if we put any- 
thing, anything before Him, it will 
cause us hurt. 

If we understand the principle that 
underlies this fact, we can also under- 
stand why God chastens us. “Whom 
the Lord loves, he chastens” (Heb. 12: 
6). He doesn’t want us to back into a 
lion, for there is a lion seeking whom 
he may devour, and his name is the 
devil (I Peter 5:8). 

Our attitude should be that of the 
Psalmist when he said, Cause me to 
hear . . . cause me to know . . . teach 
me to do... .” (Ps. 143:8, 10). 


20,000 FEET UP 


A commander in the United States 
Navy to whom I have had the joy of 
witnessing wrote me an_ interesting 
letter. In it he described an unusual 
incident. 

“The other day while checking out 
in the two-seated tandem T-33 (Lock- 
heed Jet) we were flying along at 
20,000 with our oxygen masks on. 
The young ensign in the back had 
been much in my prayers and I de- 
sired to talk to him about Christ. So 
we discussed Christ for about one half 
hour and on the ground he willingly 
listened to more.” 

When I read this letter, I thought 
of the many Christians who feel that 
they can’t witness. Their mouths are 
closed for one reason or another. But 
here’s a man who finds it possible to 
witness for Christ through the inter- 
com system of a jet, going almost at 
the speed of sound some 20,000 feet 
up in the air. 

Is there any reason why we 
shouldn’t be able to witness on the 
ground? 
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TOMORROW 





Current events 
in the light of the Bible 


What do recent developments in France mean to the Christian? 


“Who killed Cock Robin?” 
“I,” said the sparrow, 

“With my bow and arrow. 
I killed Cock Robin.” 


W xo KILLED the French Fourth 
Republic? The diagnosis is not a simple one. The First 
Republic was born in the French Revolution and died 
at the hand of Napoleon. After half a century under 
the Bourbons, the Second Republic came out of the 
revolution of 1848. This lasted only three or four years, 
and the Second Empire took its place. A great lesson 
can be learned from the fact that the Second Empire 
was destroyed in 1870 because that Empire, whose 
glory was fading, felt that it could renew its prestige by 
a foreign war. Instead, France was invaded, Paris be- 
sieged and captured, and the nation was once more in 
the hands of republicans. 





The Third Republic was born in the travail of the 
Franco-Prussian war and died at the hands of the Ger- 
mans in Vichy, when Germany occupied the whole of 
France at the moment of Allied occupation of North 
Africa. The Fourth Republic which, technically, is now 
dying, came into being at the close of World War II. 

In order to understand French life, and especially 
French political life, it is necessary to understand the 
complexities of French government and of French psy- 
chology. One of my history professors in France ex- 
pressed it in terms of pre-World War I governments: 
“The King of England rules but does not govern, the 
President of the United States governs but does not 
rule, the Kaiser of Germany rules and governs, while 
the French have no one who either rules or governs.” 

This condition rises out of French psychology. Some- 


This is Algeria, the straw that broke the back of France. 








one has said that if you get four Germans together, you 
have a parade; four Englishman, a debating society; 
four Americans, a discussion of sex; and four French- 
men, four political parties. The Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica shows that in recent sessions of the Chamber of 
Deputies there have been nine important political par- 
ties and 18 other deputies from parties that elect only 
one or two members. 

The reason for the constant changing of prime min- 
isters is to be found in this set-up. The major parties 
had the following numbers of delegates: 121, 107, 
106, 94, 72, 51, 42, 16, and the 18 others. Conse- 
quently, in order to have a majority, several of these 
parties must unite in the Chamber in order to pass any 
legislation. The prime minister holds office only so long 
as he has a majority. If any measure he supports is de- 
feated, he must immediately resign and the President 
of the Republic appoints another man to form a gov- 
ernment. Someone has said that the day after a new 
prime minister is named, the leaders of minor parties 
get together and plan his downfall so that one of them 
can take his place. 

Englishmen are accustomed to walk past Bucking- 
ham Palace in order to witness the colorful changing 
of the guard. A London comedian on TV told of his 
weekend in Paris. He had eaten a delicious meal in a 
Champs Elysees restaurant, he had climbed the Eiffel 
Tower, and had gone to the Chamber of Deputies to 
witness the changing of the government! 

France lives in the shadow of a great past. Wherever 
you travel in that beautiful land, you see the beauty of 
the past and the richness of its memories. Along the 
Mediterranean are the ghosts of Caesar’s armies and 
of Hannibal’s elephants. The Roman triremes are on 
the water and the legions are on the land. The papacy 
is at Avignon, and the children dance on the broken 
bridge. The finest Roman theater in the world is at 
Orange on the Rhone; the finest arena at Nimes; the 
finest aqueduct at the Pont du Gard. Italy has nothing 
to equal these. The finest medieval remains are at 
Carcassonne. The menhirs and dolmens of the Druids 
at Carnac in Brittany make Stonehenge look like a 
few accidental rocks. The chateaux of the Loire are 
unsurpassed. There are larger churches, but none more 
beautiful than Rheims, Notre Dame de Paris and, 
above all, Chartres. Blondel sang for Richard the Lion- 
hearted under the walls of the Chateau Gaillard at 
the Andelys. The strolling minstrels of the Middle Ages 
came to the Court of Love at Les Baux for their con- 
tests. The shadows of the great lie across the country: 
the Caesars, Charlemagne, Louis XIV, Napoleon, the 
kings of Burgundy, Spain and England. Its literary 
greats have been equaled by Shakespeare and sur- 
passed by none: Corneille, Racine, Moliete, Hugo. 
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De Gaulle demands special powers from the national assembly. 


The well-known columnist, George E. Sokolsky, re- 
cently wrote: “What is France? France is the civiliza- 
tion of Europe. More than Rome, it is the heart of the 
Western Christian civilization, for it represents not only 
religion and philosophy, but art and music and clothes 
and food. It sets the tone of every era and the mood of 
every European. There is no other country like France, 
just as there is no other city like Paris. And it has al- 
ways been so for more than a thousand years.” 

Every French child is brought up in this historic 
atmosphere. Most of the population live in buildings 
that have stood for centuries. The French language is 
learned in school by the child writing selected para- 
graphs from the literature of the centuries. Out of this 
emerges the Frenchman, a double personality: each 
individual conscious of his own individuality, and each 
individual deeply aware that he is French. 

The result is that French history, more than that of 
any other nation, is marked by a constant upsurge of 
individual men and women who rise from nowhere and 
leave their stamp upon their era. Look at the list: 
Charles Martel, who swept back the Moors; Roland, 
who gave the tone: to chivalry for a thousand years; 
Joan of Arc; Voltaire and Rousseau whose pens pre- 
pared the revolution and scratched monarchs from 
their thrones. 

When Versailles was turned into a national shrine, 
a dedicatory phrase was graven into the stones of the 
main facade. The tourist who approaches the vastness 
that is Versailles reads the inscription: A TOUTES LES 
GLORIES DE LA FRANCE, “To all the glories of France.” 
And surely these glories surpass those of any other 
country. 

No one can understand the present crisis in France 
without understanding that the glories of France are 
now becoming as shabby as the eroding stones of her 
great monuments. France lost the war of 1870. France 
lost the war of 1914 which was later won for her by 








England and the United States. France lost the war of 
1939-40 and was once more restored to place by her 
Allies. 


LIVING IN THE PAST 


On the evening of June 14, 1940, when the Germans 
marched into Paris, I was dining with a friend in New 
York City. After dinner I asked him to attend a meet- 
ing where I was to preach. “No,” he answered firmly, 
“not tonight. I am going back to my radio and listen 
to the death of the French Empire. They do not know 
it yet, but the tree was cut down today. It will be 
propped up for a few years, but it is cut at the root and 
will fall over. France will never be anything more than 
a third-rate power.” 

This world of the second half of the 20th century is 
a world that France is only now discovering, and which 
she does not wish to admit. France was once a great 
colonial power, ruling over untold millions of blacks 
in Africa, of Asiatics in Indochina, of islanders from 
Madagascar to Tahiti, and from Guadeloupe to St. 
Pierre and’Miquelon. In particular, France ruled over 
North Africa from Morocco on the Atlantic through 
Algeria and Tunis to the great bend of the Mediterra- 
nean. 

The day of colonialism is over. The key words to the 
age in whick- we live are nationalism, nationalism and 
nationalism. Britain has lost India, Egypt and the 
Sudan, and is losing Ghana, South Africa and much of 
the rest of the Dark Continent. The Netherlands have 
lost Indonesia. France can only grudgingly come to the 
conclusion that people who have once known the ben- 
efits of French culture and administration do not wish 


“The hour of France’s need” had come for the popular general. 





to continue in it. But the facts are there. France lost 
the flower of her youth in two world wars, and sent 
her finest young men to their deaths in an attempt to 
hold Indo-China. It was too late; the 20th century had 
arrived. Morocco went its way to independence. 
Bourguiba took over Tunis. Algeria flamed. This was 
the straw that broke the Fourth Republic. 


THE ALGERIAN DILEMMA 


North Africa is not merely a part of Africa. North 
Africa is Carthage, St. Augustine. North Africa was 
the breadbasket of the Roman Empire, supplying Italy 
with grain and olives. Today, Algeria is the bread- 
basket of France, supplying much of the wheat and 
common grapes that make the bread and vin ordinaire 
which are the staples of French life. 

Even under the Turks, a large commerce in wheat 
was carried on by Jews who bought from the Algerians 
and sold to the French. Because of a dispute over 
wheat, France intervened, captured Algiers in 1830 and 
evicted the Turks. But though the Turks were gone, the 
Algerians remained.’ 

A French friend tells me that their problem today 
results from the fact that they did not follow the ex- 
ample of the early Colonialists of North America who 
practically exterminated the Indians. The French set- 
tled tens of thousahils of French unemployed and these 
actively took over the agricultural production on which 
the prosperity of the country depends. Through the 
Coligny Society the French Protestant Church trans- 
ported hundreds of families of stone-poor farmers from 
the barren hills of southern France to Algeria. France 
began to look upon Algeria as a part of France. But 


Eagerly the citizenry responded to the memory of their past. 
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the Algerians—Moslems— increased in population at 
a far greater rate than the French and became impa- 
tient when they found themselves being ruled by the 
French who comprised only 15 per cent of the popu- 
lation. Yet most of the educated Moslems are with the 
French since they know they cannot run their country 
apart from the French, even as Morocco is discover- 
ing its inability to handle its affairs without French 
teachers, doctors, engineers and administrators. 

Nevertheless small bands of Algerian nationalists 
cried out for complete independence and began to take 
up arms against the isolated French. French farms and 
villages were burned, bombs were exploded in French 
sections of the major cities. It became necessary for 
France to maintain an army of half a million in Algeria 
and the cost—amillions of dollars a day—has been eat- 
ing up the benefits of the great productivity which has 
marked French industry in the years since World War 
II. Although it was unthinkable that the French should 
turn Algeria over to the Algerians, it was also unthink- 
able that they could continue to pour millions down 
the Algerian hole. Yet no party in France was willing 
to assume responsibility for the necessary solutions. 
Algeria, once a source of riches for France, was now 
a drain. Algeria was now in a position to contend with 
France for a full solution of the problem. 


WHO IS DE GAULLE? 


In her hour of indecision, France did what she has 
often done before—turned to a solitary individual— 
Charles de Gaulle—who had nothing to offer but him- 
self. In his little village of Colombey-les-deux-églises 
he waited. Who is this man? What does he stand for? 
What can be expected of him? 

We learned from the first sentence of Caesar’s 
Gallic Wars that “Gaul as a whole is divided into 
three parts.” Charles de Gaulle, as a whole, may be 
divided into three parts, but body, soul and spirit are 
all for the France of the past. It is difficult for Ameri- 
cans to understand the mere magic of his name. To a 
French ear his name has the same effect that we would 
hear in an hour of tragedy if a brilliant leader should 
‘suddenly arise with the name Johnny American. 

Charles André Joseph Marie de Gaulle was born in 
1890 of a French family of noble antecedents. He was 
educated in St. Cyr, the West Point of France, and was 
the number one student of his day. Six feet five inches 
tall, he has a brain that is larger than his body. 

After the first World War he entered the French 
Army staff school where he soon became widely 
known for his brilliant criticisms of French Army 
methods. Americans who remember General Billy 
Mitchell’s criticisms of American air policy can get the 
picture. De Gaulle was in disfavor with the generals 
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but the Germans took his book on tank power and. 
made it the bible of the German Army. It was the De- 
Gaulle theory that made it so simple for the Germans 
to sweep the British to Dunkirk and penetrate the 
Maginot Line with ease. De Gaulle had become head 
of a division and was sent to England on a mission for 
aid at the moment the Germans crashed through to 
Paris and the Atlantic. 

De Gaulle became the incarnation of the hopes of 
France at the moment of her bitterest defeat. In Eng- 
land he became the head of the Free French National 
Committee. His name was the rallying point for most 
of the colonies abroad arid for the underground in 
France. When the war was over, he could have become 
dictator of France, but his is not a dictatorial mind. 
He was elected President of France but resigned as 
soon as the parties began to fight for control. As he re- 
tired to his country place he said, “I will wait until 
France comes to her hour of need; then she will turn 
to me.” There has been something almost mystic in the 
whole relationship. De Gaulle has a finely disciplined 
mind but he has a feeling of destiny that is super- 
normal. 

What does he stand for? He stands for France. He 
has no other thought. He has asked for powers for six 
months and if he succeeds in solving the problems 
that confront his nation on both sides of the Mediter- 
ranean, he will probably turn the power back to the 
politicians and retire to his ten hours a day of solitaire. 
He will probably rally to himself and to France the 
educated Moslems of Africa, will probably put a 
Moslem in his cabinet; will probably give extensive 
advantages to the Moslems and let them fight against 
their own extremists. 


WHAT IS AHEAD? 


What can be expected of him? He will keep France 
from going Communist. And in saying this we reach 
the point which justifies this article in a magazine of 
Bible study. Through the years we have written on 
current events in the light of the Bible. I remind our 
older readers that consistently we have maintained a 
system of interpretation that has been proved. by all 
the events of our day. We believe that the Bible 
teaches three main prophetic movements: (1) Israel 
will possess her land and dominate the Middle East; 
(2) Russia will be the great power of the north and 
the greatest power on earth in the latter days; (3) the 
former Roman Empire will be revived in the ten king- 
doms that will be co-extensive with the lands ruled by 
the Caesars. 

In the light of this we have closely followed the 
events of the past 30 years. In the same week that the 

(Continued on page 45) 


Faith steps on seeming voids and finds the rock beneath. 9 








What Christ Is Doing 


Right Now 


By J. OSWALD SANDERS 


Is Christ's work éettiiedad? No, says the author, 


as he explains what the Lord is currently doing. 


Tue MAJORITY of believers have 
little idea of what our Lord is doing for us now. The 
ministry of intercession is Christ’s unfinished work. The 
statement that “He ever liveth to make intercession for 
us” implies that this is not only His present occupation 
but His main business on behalf of His people. 

The heart of man has always instinctively craved a 
priest who could represent him before God, and in 
Christ the deep-seated longing has found complete sat- 
isfaction. As High Priest, Christ wears a triple diadem: 

1.) He is able to succour (Heb. 2:17, 18). Being 
Himself truly man, He is able to meet man on the 
plane of His need. We are willing to help those who are 
in need, but so frequently we have to mourn our inabil- 
ity to do so. But our High Priest knows no such limita- 
tion. He is abundantly able to succour all who are 


The author, general director of the China Inland Mission, 
presented the following devotional message at the annual 
convention of Evangelical Literature Overseas last year. 
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tempted. It should be noted that His ability is grounded 
not in pity nor in power, but in propitiation (v. 17). 
The verb used here is in the present infinitive, thus im- 
plying a continuous service. Because of His eternal 
sacrifice, He is adequate to deal with our sins and wil- 
fulness today. 

2.) He is able to sympathize (Heb. 4:15). “We 
have not an High Priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses.” But He never sympathizes with 
our sins. He does not condone sin, He condemns it, but 
because He has exhausted its penalty and borne its 
judgment, He will cleanse it upon honest confession. 
Infirmities are not sins, but they easily degenerate into 
sins. 

To sympathize is to enter into another’s experience, 
as though it was one’s own, and it implies that one has 
experienced the very things the other person is passing 
through. Because “He was tempted in all points like 
as we are” and yet did not yield to sin’s allurement, our 
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Lord is able to enter sympathetically into the experi- 
ence of those passing through the fires of temptation. 

3.) He is able to save (Heb. 7:25). Salvation is a 
spacious word and is used in varying senses. One ex- 
positor remarks that in Romans salvation is from 
death, hell and judgment, while in Hebrews it is deliv- 
erance from the pressure of things about and within us 
— from everything which obscures the vision of Christ. 
Our High Priest is able to save us to the uttermost, 
because He ever liveth to make intercession for us. 

Since He is “the same, yesterday and today and for- 
ever”, we can learn much from our Lord’s ministry of 
intercession in the days of His flesh. 

It is significant that on earth all our Lord’s prayers 
were intercessory. His only personal request—that the 
cup might pass from Him—proved impossible of 
answer. His only “I will” was that we might share His 
glory. 

Two words are used to describe Christ’s ministry as 
Intercessor. “Advocate” in I John 2:2 signifies one 
who comes in answer to the call of one in danger or 
need. Our Advocate comes at our call, pleads our cause 
and restores us fully. The intercession takes place at 
the cry of the penitent believer. 

In Romans 8:34, however, the word used signifies 
“to present oneself unsought”. The Intercessor is not 
previously called but presents Himself unsought to the 
one in distress. When need demands, He who neither 
slumbers nor sleeps comes to our aid unsought. Are we 
experiencing the blessings enshrined in these two words? 

Christ’s intercession is based on the sacrifice of the 
Cross. The “It is finished” of Calvary provided the 
basis for His unfinished work of intercession, which 
was so clearly foreshadowed in the Levitical Day of 
Atonement. 

Once a year the high priest entered the holy of hol- 
ies bearing blood and incense. The blood he sprinkled 
on the mercy seat. The incense he burned on the coals 
in his censer before the Lord. Similarly, our High Priest 
after His ascension, entered within the veil into the 
presence of God pleading the merits of His own sacri- 
fice. This was the climax of the incarnation. Because 
He, the God-man, still bearing our humanity, repre- 
sents us before the Father, we too can draw nigh, and 
with holy boldness. His very presence there is an un- 
answerable plea. There is no thought of His perpetually 
having to plead His own merits. 


“Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
Received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers. 
They strongly plead for me. 
Forgive him, O forgive, they cry, 
Nor let that ransomed sinner die.” 


The idea of human intercession is of agonizing en- 
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treaty, tearful supplication. But this has no part in the: 
present intercession of Christ. His ‘intercession claims 
what He has earned by His cross. He does not appear 
before God as a suppliant for mercy on our behalf, but 
as our Advocate, He asks for justice. His intercession 
is not based on divine mercy, but on the all-sufficient 
merit of His own sacrifice. 

1.) His intercession is not vocal, not the audible 
saying of prayers. On the Day of Atonement, Aaron 
the high priest uttered not one word. It was the blood 
that spoke. His presence is His plea. 

2.) He perpetually represents our interests before 
the throne of God. “Now to appear in the presence of 
God for us”. On the cross He died to obtain our salva- 
tion. In heaven He lives to maintain us in salvation. 
“We are saved by His (risen) life.” 

3.) He receives and presents our prayers, ainding 
with our ‘imperfect petitions the incense of His own 
merits (Rev. 8:3). Our prayers do not go alone; they 
are steeped in His virtue. 

“To all our prayers and praises 
Christ adds His sweet perfume.” 

4.) His intercession is unremitting, “seeing He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us.” He carries it on 
personally, and does not depute it to Gabriel. He is 
never too busy to care for our concerns and always 
succeeds in His advocacy. 

What a source of strength it is to remember that at 
this very moment there stands at God’s right hand, in 
the presence of His infinite holiness, our great High 
Priest—abundantly able to keep us in temptation, com- 
fort us in sorrow, succour us in weakness and empower 
us for service. 

Praise God, “We have such an High Priest, who is 
set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens” (Heb. 8:1). 








Business is booming at a Nagoya (Japan) hotel that can 
advertise “Emperor Hirohito slept here.” The suite occupied 
by the Emperor rents for 7,000 yen a day (a working man 
gets 15,000 yen a month). More reservations than the hotel 
can handle keep pouring in. The Lord Jesus Christ slept in a 
tomb that is now empty and sits on the throne of Heaven. 
You can share that throne with Him if you are willing to 
pass through the cross and the tomb. The throne cannot be 
obtained at any other price. 


If God waits longer than you wish it is to make the blessing doubly precious. 11 








This article is chapter one of the book “How To Study Your 
Bible” and is printed here by the courtesy of the publishers, 
the Fleming H. Revell Company. Lloyd Perry is professor of 
practical theology at Gordon Divinity School in Massachusetts. 
Walden Howard is dean of the Young Life Institute in Colorado. 


o Study 


the Bible 


Do you feel that you should 
get more from your Bible reading? Here 


is an article that will help you. 


By LLOYD M. PERRY and WALDEN HOWARD 


Because THE BIBLE is a work 
of literature, it must be studied by the principles that 
apply to literature. In other words, much of the process 
of Bible study is simply learning to read intelligently. 

But because the Bible is more than literature, more 
than intelligent reading is necessary. The Bible is a rev- 
elation of spiritual truth, the understanding of which 
depends upon spiritual sensitivity. This requires the in- 
dwelling and illuminating of the Holy Spirit, who comes 
into the life of everyone who truly experiences salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ. Regeneration, or the new 
birth, then, is a prerequisite to spiritual understanding. 

This follows from the promise of Christ, that the 
Holy Spirit, “whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things” (John 14:26), and again, 
“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all truth” (John 16:12, 
13). 

In a classic passage in I Corinthians Paul announces 
this truth. “For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew-not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (1 
Cor. 1:21). In God’s wise plan He barred men from 
knowing Him by their innate wisdom, and chose to re- 
veal Himself only by faith. 

Then, Paul describes this process and its agency. 
“God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit,” he 
explains. “But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned” (I Cor. 2:10, 14). 


































Bible study, then, serious, discerning search for spir- 
itual truth, is for Christians only. 


HOW TO PREPARE 


Heart-searching should precede Bible study. Both 
James and Peter, in their epistles, picture the truth of 
God’s Word as a seed to be planted in our lives, but the 
soil of our hearts must be free from hindrance. James 
urges us to put away “filthiness and rank growth of 
wickedness” (James 1:21), and Peter adds, “Put away 
all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and 
all slander” (I Peter 2:1). 

Just as many plants will not grow in acid soil, the 
truth of God cannot take root in lives made acid by 
evil thoughts, purposes, and actions. Before you open 
the Bible to study, then, pray this prayer: “Search me, 
O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me” 
(Ps. 139:23, 24). 

Heart-preparation should be accompanied by choice 
of the right time and place for study. Try to be alone 
and uninterrupted. Do not rush into God’s presence 
and out again without taking time to free your mind of 
distractions, to search your soul, and to become accus- 
tomed to the nearness of God. Give the Lord enough 
time, and make it the best of your time. 

The student must come to the Scriptures in the con- 
viction that they are the Word of God through which 
God will surely speak to him. If there are disturbing 
doubts as to the Bible’s authority, let him be reassured 
by: its claims (II Tim. 3:16; II Peter 1:21), and by its 
own authenticating witness (John 6:63; 7:17). For he 
who doubts cannot expect to receive anything from the 
Lord (James 1:6, 7). 

A chorus of voices from every century of Christian 
history adds its testimony to the fact that God speaks 
through the Bible. This unanimous consent only con- 
firms the first-century witness. It was to this conviction 
among the Thessalonians that God spoke and wrought 
through His Word (I Thess. 2:13). But to others it 
brought no benefit because it was not received by faith 
(Heb. 4:2). Jesus Christ, who speaks through the Bi- 
ble, has already spoken: “Be not faithless, but believ- 
ing” (John 20:27). 


THE CHOICE OF TOOLS 


Any serious, systematic study of the Bible will de- 
mand a certain minimum of study helps, and a guided 
plan of approach. 

First, we recommend the use of a study Bible such 
as The Thompson Chain Reference Bible or The Sco- 
field Reference Bible, and the parallel use of such 
modern translations as the Revised Standard Version, 
The New Testament by Charles B. Williams, and J. B. 
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Phillips’ The Gospels and Letters to Young Churches. : 
The Revised Standard Version is a careful, moderate 
rendering in present-day English that follows the King 
James version more closely than most others. Williams 
will indicate the precise shades of meaning, particularly 
in the tenses of verbs. And Phillips will startle and im- 
press you with the fresh vigor and insight of his para- 
phrase. 

Second, if you are new at Bible study, we suggest 
that you start with one of the Gospels, either Mark or 
John, since such narrative portions lend themselves to 
beginning study and focus attention on the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. You might well follow this order 
to begin with: Mark, Acts, Romans, then John, Ephe- 
sians, Philippians, and so on. 

Third, for any thorough study you should own either’ 
Young’s Analytical Concordance to the Bible, or 
Strong’s Comprehensive Concordance to the Bible, so 
that you may locate the occurrences of various words 
in the Bible together with their meanings. You will 
want either Smith’s or the Westminster Bible Diction- 
ary and the Westminster Bible Atlas. 

The authors have found the more complete /nter- 
national Standard Bible Encyclopedia of great help in 
furnishing background information. The list of helpful 
books could be added to indefinitely, but these are the 
basic reference works that will be needed. 


RULES FOR INTERPRETATION 


Our basic rule of interpretation must be to discover, 
as closely as possible, the writer’s primary meaning as 





For Further Study on This Subject 
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Never turn God's facts into hopes or prayers—use them as realities. 13 








he wrote, not the meaning we would like to read into 
his words. 

There are two extremes against which we must guard. 
Some will say, “You can make the Bible mean any- 
thing you want it to,” but language simply cannot be 
stretched to mean anything. Others, at the opposite ex- 
treme, will say, “It means just what it says.” But it isn’t 
quite that simple. A problem of interpretation is in- 
volved and the problem is, “What does it say?” 

We recognize that language is a medium to convey 
thought and that as such it is always slightly ambigu- 
ous. The reader may not understand a word in quite 
the sense in which the writer meant it. Each is bound 
to understand it in his own “frame of reference.” But 
truth can be expressed through language with a great 
degree of precision, and the honest, fair-minded stu- 
dent will not be led astray. 

We should proceed on the principle that “when the 
plain sense makes good sense we should seek no other 
sense.” A passage should be taken literally unless the 
context shows that it is to be understood otherwise. The 
greatest care must be exerted not to twist Scripture to 
fit previously formed patterns of thought or theology. 

A text without a context is a pretext. For this reason 
each part of Scripture, whether a single word or an en- 
tire book, must be seen in its relationships. 

Each word must be evaluated in its usage in the sen- 
tence. A sentence must be interpreted in the light of the 
surrounding paragraph. A paragraph, in turn, must be 
related to the surrounding chapter or larger segment. 
Each segment must be viewed in its relation to the en- 
tire book. And added light will be thrown on a whole 
book when it is seen in its place in the entire Bible. 

We must take one further step and suggest that the 
Bible as a whole needs to be seen in its context. The 
Bible is not a textbook on science, or history, or psy- 
chology; it is a revelation of God and His redemption. 
But it contains some science, some history, and some 
psychology, and where it touches on such areas, its in- 
terpretation must harmonize with what is known to be 
true in those areas. 

All truth, secular or redemptive, is God’s truth and 
we should seek to see it in its relationships. A knowl- 
edge of the Bible does not preclude the pursuit of sec- 
ular studies. But the study of the Bible should be cen- 
tral to all other study because it confronts us with the 
central truth, the truth which meets our central, moral 
need. 


CONSIDERING THE CULTURE 


The history and the teaching that is contained in the 
Bible is set in a culture removed from us geographically 
as well as by 20 centuries of time. Customg and figures 
of speech must necessarily have changed since the first 


14 How can God say no to something He has promised? 


century, and yet the Bible speaks a message as rele- 
vant in western civilization today as it was in Jewish 
and Graeco-Roman times. 

Part of the process of Bible study is to see it in its 
cultural setting (a Bible dictionary or encyclopedia is 
invaluable at this point), to see through to the under- 
lying principles involved, and to re-apply them to 
present-day situations. 

For example, we must understand the “Greet ye one 
another with a holy kiss” of I Corinthians 16:20 in its 
cultural setting. Today we would say, as J. B. Phillips 
translates it, “Shake hands all around as a sign of Chris- 
tian love.” 

Every passage of Scripture has one primary meaning. 
This must be determined by careful study and interpre- 
tation, and no secondary meaning should be allowed 
to displace it in its primary emphasis. 

But secondary meanings may be discovered which 
may be appropriately applied to our lives. For exam- 
ple, the parable of the Sower and the Seed, recorded in 
Mark 4: 1-20, is, in its primary meaning, a description 
of the various responses which the Word of God is ac- 
corded as it is preached. But a Christian will be greatly 
challenged to see in the parable a picture as well of the 
opposition of the devil, flesh, and world to the fruitful- 
ness of the Word of God in his personal life. 

Some passages may yield a third implication, sym- 
bolic or prophetic. Many Old Testament passages fur- 
nish a “typology” which finds fulfillment in the New. 
But it is wise to avoid extremes in this area of interpre- 
tation, and the safest rule is to go no further than the 
“types” which are taught by the Scriptures themselves. 


WHAT ABOUT CONTRADICTIONS? 


The truth of God is “many-sided” truth, and in stud- 
ying the Bible it is important to consider everything 
that is taught on any particular subject. Your study 
may unearth apparent contradictions but as you ad- 
vance, it will produce a well-rounded synthesis that 
avoids extremes and one-sided views. 

A good example may be found in the supposed con- 
tradiction between Paul and James in their viewpoint 
on faith and works. Paul insists that salvation is by 
faith alone, entirely apart from works (Romans 4:5), 
but James insists “by works a man is justified, and not 
by faith only” (James 2:24). But as you study you 
will find that the truth of salvation is a “many-sided 
truth” that is not readily reduced to a single statement. 
It is true that faith, and faith alone, appropriates the 
gift of God’s salvation, but true faith results in good 
works. Thus, Paul insists rightly on faith alone, and 
James is perfectly right too in warning against an alone 
faith. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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Work Together for Good? 


On FEBRUARY 15, 1947, D. 
Glenn Chambers of New York boarded the powerful 
DC-4 of the Avianca Airlines en route to Quito, Ecua- 
dor, in order to begin his ministry with the “Voice of 
the Andes.” But he never arrived! Not far from Bogota, 
rising 14,000 feet toward the sky, is the towering peak, 
“El Tablazo;” Chambers’ plane crashed headlong into 
that peak and dropped, a flaming wreck, into a ravine 
far below. 

The last letter he wrote was addressed to his mother. 
At a Miami airport he picked up a piece of advertising 
on the flyleaf of which was the single word, why! 
Around that word he scribbled a hasty and final note. 
So when his mother received it, having previously 
learned of his death, staring up into her face was that 
question, why. 

And whenever stark tragedy breaks into life, all of 
us instinctively wonder “Why?” Why does God permit 
such experiences? Why does God allow us to suffer? 
Why does a loving and almighty God tolerate evil in 
His universe? Why? 

When stark tragedy breaks into his life, the man 
without Jesus Christ may respond in one of several 
fashions. Cynicism may be his response; he may un- 
wittingly follow the advice of Job’s wife, “Curse God 
and die.” Or stoicism may be his response: “Grin and 
bear it, and if you can’t grin, then grit your teeth and 


The author is president of the Conservative Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Denver, Colo. 
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By VERNON GROUNDS 


bear it anyhow.” Or epicureanism may be his response: 
“Eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow ... !” 

But when tragedy breaks into his life, the Christian, 
instead of responding with cynicism or stoicism or ep- 
icureanism, falls back upon Romans 8:28, attempting 
to make that text a soft pillow for his heart: “And we 
know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose.” And yet, if we are going to be ruthlessly 
candid, the Christian does not always find that Paul’s 
radiant certainty proves a soft pillow for his heart. 
Often, on the contrary, it turns out to be a hard prob- 
lem for his head, because of two facts. 

In the first place, the text is much too sweeping. It 
is too unqualified; it is too glibly inclusive. Do “all 
things” indeed work together for good? Who can pos- 
sibly believe that? The accident which imprisons a 
young man in a wheel chair as an incurable cripple; 
the emotional breakdown which puts the mother of a 
large family out of her mind; the agonizing frustration 
which causes an idealist to degenerate into an embit- 
tered skeptic, mocking and denying God; the death 
which leaves an unhealed scar upon a heart—are these 
things good? 

Some things may indeed work together for good, 
but how can any person of even limited discernment 
conclude that all events without exception turn out for 
our highest welfare? 

In the second place, this text is much too dogmatic. 
Paul states with unshadowed certainty: “We know all 
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things work together for good.” He does not say that 
this is our faith; he does not say that this is our pious 
hope; he does not say that this is a proposition which 
we are unable to prove but which we embrace with a 
trust that appears to defy logic and reason. Paul’s af- 
firmation, we have uncomfortably felt, is overly con- 
fident. It smacks of a naive optimism for which no 
solid evidence can be adduced. 

Thus, the text seems too sweeping and too dogmatic. 
Yet implicit in it are four truths which, when once 
grasped, transform Paul’s assertion from a hard prob- 
lem into a soft pillow. 


NOT A COSMIC FREAK 


Notice, first, that the apostle declares: “All things 
work together for good.” He does not declare that 
every event, every episode, and every experience of 
life achieves good by luck or chance or accident. He 
does not declare that by some cosmic freak or by the 
mere random whirling of senseless matter, good is 
eventually produced. Paul declares that all things work 
together for good. And, consequently, he teaches here 
the same truth which he teaches in Ephesians 1:11: 
“God worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will.” 

Why does everything, even heartbreaking tragedy, 
turn out for good? The answer is simple. God is at work 
in the whole process! And by His infinite wisdom, 
power, and love, God is making all things work to- 
gether for good. 

Visit a huge, sprawling plant where automobiles 
are manufactured. Watch the bewildering mass of raw 
material—metals, wood, fabrics, glass, and what not 
—as it pours into the factory. Then, without entering 
the doors of that mammoth structure, walk around to 
the ramp where the finished product, a sleek and shin- 
ing mechanism, rolls out, ready for shipment to every 
corner of the world. Can you possibly believe that just 
by luck or chance or accident all that mass of raw ma- 
terial assembles itself into an automobile? Of course 
not! 

But when you realize that extraordinary skill and 
power have been brought to bear upon that raw ma- 
terial, you can understand why the finished product 
is so beautiful and efficient. 

Similarly, who can believe that all the mass of our 
raw experience—sickness, disappointment, broken 
bodies, blasted hopes, blighting sins—just by luck or 
chance or accident achieves good? Introduce God into 
the picture, however, a God of infinite wisdom, power, 
and love, and it is possible for even the most searching 
mind to believe that everything works together for 
good. And it works together for good because God is 
at work. He is making all things work together for good, 
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bringing to bear upon the raw stuff of our experience 
all of His limitless resources. 

Confessedly, there may be aspects of existence 
which will baffle us until we see our Lord face to face. 
But still, embryonically, we have a solution to this 
tantalizing mystery. Our cosmos, we realize, is not a 
self-existing chaos of atoms which swirl about sense- 
lessly. Undergirding our universe is the everlasting pur- 
pose of a Person Who is perfect in wisdom, love, and 
power, and Who uses the vast process of nature and 
history for the fulfillment of His gracious purpose, a 
purpose which is supremely good. 

A few years ago, the Rev. James Patton, pastor of 
the Carmel Avenue Baptist Church of Detroit, left 
home early one Sunday morning in order to pick up 
children for Bible school in the church bus. The man 
who ordinarily served as driver had found it impossible 
to do the job that day, and so the pastor himself volun- 
teered. And tragedy struck. The bus was demolished 
by a train which killed Patton and several other peo- 
ple. Meanwhile, his wife was waiting at home for him 
to return. 

Who can imagine the shock and horror which over- 
whelmed her when she learned of her husband’s death? 
Among the many condolences which she received was 
this telegram which brought immense comfort to her 
heart: “God is too kind to do anything cruel, and too 
wise ever to make a mistake.” 

Yes, introduce God into the context of life’s worst 
tragedies, the God whose love has been supremely re- 
vealed at Calvary, and it is possible to believe Paul’s 
triumphant assertion. A God like that can be trusted 
to make all things work together for good. 


INGREDIENTS MIXED TOGETHER 


Notice, secondly, the truth implicit in another frag- 
ment of this text. Paul writes: “All things work to- 
gether for good.” Together! Do not overlook that 
seemingly unimportant word. In point of fact, it em- 
bodies a profoundly significant thought. Our experi- 
ences, when you take them in isolation, are frequently 
very bad; yet when you take our experiences as a 
whole, they are radiantly good. ; 

The ingredients which constitute a three-layer choc- 
olate cake are not good when you taste them in isola- 
tion. A mouthful of flour is not especially savory. A 
spoonful of spices is not in the least delicious. Shorten- 
ing as shortening is none too palatable. But let a skill- 
ful cook mix them together, and the result is superbly 
good! And thus it is with our lives. 

Very strikingly the experience of Joseph illustrates 
this principle. Jacob’s excessive and unwisely partial 
love for the son of his old age was bad. The priggish 
conceit of young Joseph was bad. The understandable 
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hatred of his brethren was bad. Their conspiracy to 
kill him was bad. The sale of Joseph into Midianite 
slavery was bad. The lie told to Jacob was bad. The 
heartbreak of the bereaved father was bad. The temp- 
tation which befell Joseph in Egypt was bad. His im- 
prisonment, though an innocent man, was bad. And 
thus the components of his experience, taken singly, 
were unquestionably bad. Yet what was the outcome 
of all those evil things? 

As Joseph finally faced his brethren, having by his 
God-bestowed foresight preserved them and the whole 
nation of Egypt from starvation, he could testify: “As 
for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it 
unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive” (Gen. 50:20). Yes, indeed! Where 
men intend evil, God intends good, and in His love 
and wisdom and power He makes human wrath to 
praise Him, and out of the black components of our 
experience He brings a shining result. All things work 
together for good. 

Notice, in the third place, just what Paul says in our 
text. “All things work together for good.” But the good 
as we ordinarily conceive it may be entirely different 
from the good about which the apostle speaks. 


WHAT IS GOOD? 


We tend to interpret good in terms of animal com- 
fort. If we are exempt from disease, that we consider 
good. If our bodies are never stabbed by pain, that we 
consider good. If we always have money in our pockets 
and a reserve at the bank, that we consider good. If 
we live in modern homes and enjoy the latest luxuries, 
that we consider good. If we can dress well, take long 
vacations at the seashore, and in general exist like the 
smug bourgeoise against whom Karl Marx poured out 
his scorn, that we consider good. Unfortunately, we 
find ourselves victimized by a materialistic civilization, 
and, despite our Christian faith, we subtly equate com- 
fort and goodness. 

In the same fashion we tend to equate success with 
goodness. If we are always out in the front, a winner 
in our highly competitive society, that we consider 
good. If we own more gadgets than our neighbors, that 
we consider good. If politically or ecclesiastically we 
exercise a considerable influence, that we consider 
good. If we are men and women of prestige, that we 
consider good. 

Or, yet again, we tend to equate pleasure with good- 
ness. Or we tend to equate good with power. Gr we 
tend to equate good with the fulfillment of our fondest 
dreams, and some of those dreams may indeed be ex- 
tremely lofty. And such equations are, of course, a 
million miles removed from Paul’s basic teaching. And 
because all of these are false equations, we have 
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trouble with Romans 8:28. Our failure to grasp Paul’s 
concept of the good changes what ought to be a soft 
pillow for our hearts into a hard problem for our heads. 

You see, according to the New Testament, goodness 
is not to be interpreted in terms of comfort or success 
or pleasure or power or even the fulfillment of our 
fondest and most praiseworthy ambitions. Goodness 
is nothing whatever like that. Goodness, as Romans 
8:29 brings out, is Christlikeness, and therefore the 
goal which God has in view for us is conformity unto 
the image of His own dear Son. 

Perhaps this concept of goodness strikes us as being 
somewhat novel, and consequently it may prove help- 
ful for us fo read the entire twelfth chapter of Hebrews. 
The theme of that passage is God’s fatherly chastise- 
ment. Why does He discipline us, and do it often so 
painfully? Why does He allow not only minor vexations 
but also major catastrophies in our lives? He does it— 
this is the apostle’s amazing and illuminating answer— 
because He loves us. He longs that we shall be like 
Himself as He has been revealed in Jesus Christ. He 
hurts us for our eternal profit in order that “we might 
be partakers of his holiness.” He does it all not for 
our comfort nor for our pleasure nor for any such rea- 
son. He does it all for our good, striving to conform us 
unto the image of His Son. 

God is holy love, and therefore in holy love He 
sometimes uses the lash, and He uses the lash to make 
us leash our hearts unto Himself in faith. And He uses 
the lash, moreover, in order that for all eternity we 
ourselves may bear the likeness of His holy love. 

Hence, buoyant health, good as it seems to us, may 
be a hindrance to the only true and abiding good. And, 
accordingly, God may send lingering sickness and even 
a shattered body for our good. 

Success in business, good as it seems to us, may be 
a hindrance to the only true and abiding good. And, 
accordingly, God may drive us into bankruptcy and 
failure for our good. 

Pleasure, good as it seems to us, may be a hindrance 
to the only true and abiding good. And, accordingly, 
God may compel us to live out our days under circum- 
stances which are tedious, annoying, and distressing; 
and He does it for our good. 

Power, good as it seems to us, may be a hindrance 
to the only true and abiding good. And, accordingly, 
God may keep us in some insignificant position, and 
He does it for our good. 

The fulfillment of our lofty ambitions, good as that 
seems to us, may be a hindrance to the only true and 
abiding good. And, accordingly, God may cause all 
our dreams to break like bubbles, and He does it for 
our good. 

(Continued on page 38) 
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BIBLICAL VIEW 


GOD AND YOUR FAITH 


This easy-reading article hits on a profound 


subject at the crux of your spiritual life. 


By CHARLES HUMMEL 


Ar LEAST 100 times a day, you 
decide and act according to some kind of authority. 
Sometimes this authority is imposed from the outside 
as you encounter such things as highway speed limits, 
income tax requirements and the rules of your pro- 
fession or trade. At other times it is an internal author- 
ity by which you set certain standards for yourself and 
act accordingly. 


Authority is necessary. Wherever two or more peo- 


ple live together, there must be acknowledgment of 
some authority because it is impossible for each one 
to do exactly what he wants when he wants. This is 
true on all levels: family, community, national and 
international. All of our problems in living together, 
from the discipline of our children to the use of the 
Suez Canal, are ultimately related to this basic problem 
of authority. 

But, who is to make these rules and how? Is all 
authority relative and temporary? Or is there a final 
authority, and if so, how can we discover it? We who 
are Christians must have clear answers, not only for 
our own living, but also for those around us who are 
perplexed and confused. 

There are two alternative sources of authority: God 
or man. Either God or our human reason is our final 
authority. 

Modern civilization is based largely upon the au- 
thority of man. American education is committed to 
the supremacy of man’s reason operating through the 


scientific method. As one writer has put it, “Einstein’s — 


relativity has become absolutely true, while the abso- 
lutes of the Bible are only relatively true.” Man’s rea- 
son takes what seems good and puts aside whatever it 
does not consider valid. 


The author is national secretary of Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. 
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Christianity, on the other hand, is uncompromisingly 
God-centered. As the Apostle Paul writes, “From Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things” (Romans 
11:36). God is the Creator, Sustainer, and Ultimate 
Authority in the universe. This is our confession as 
Christians; from this vantage point we view all of life. 

That answers the first question: “Who makes the 
rules?” But the next question is “How?” How does 
God speak or exercise His authority over man? Is it 
given directly to each man, or is it mediated through 
some group of men or through some instrument? 





aaa 
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THE HISTORY of man in both the Bible and the 
Church gives ample evidence that human sinfulness 
tends to warp and distort the truth of God. The con- 
cepts of revelation and faith have not been immune 
to this process. The early confessions of the Church, 
such as the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed, 
retain the biblical idea with such statements as “I 
believe in God the Father . . . I believe in Christ 
Jesus, his only Son our Lord.” 

As time went by, however, revelation gradually 
came to be regarded in terms of doctrines, that is, 
information concerning God, man, Christ, etc. With 
this lowered view of revelation came a lowered view 
of faith, the human response to revelation, which we see 
reflected in many of the later creeds. The “I believe in” 
of total commitment gave way to “I believe that”. of 
mental assent as a Christian was defined in terms of 
the doctrines he accepts. Today the average person 
who says “I believe in God” really means “I believe 
that there is a God.” Between these two concepts 
there is all the difference between heaven and hell, 
for do not even the demons believe and tremble? 

Throughout church history, particularly in times of 
theological controversy when the Bible doctrines must 
be defended, the importance of correct doctrine is 
over-emphasized until it tends to become an end in 
itself. According to the Scripture correct doctrine is 
always extremely important, but it is not enough and 
it is mever an end in itself. It is always a means of 
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Mysticism affirms the former. Each individual re- 
ceives a personal, direct revelation from God. Roman 
Catholicism takes another position; it claims that God 
mediates His authority through the Church. The Pope 
is His spokesman who, making use of the Bible and 
tradition, speaks God’s authoritative word to men. 

The historic Protestant position, however, and that 
of groups of evangelicals throughout the history of the 
Church, has held to the authority of the Bible, “our 
final authority in matters of faith and conduct.” We 
call the Bible the “Word of God” because it is through 
the Scriptures that God mediates His authority to us. 

Since the Reformation, however, and particularly as 
a result of theological controversy, some serious errors 
have crept into our thinking regarding the Bible, reve- 
lation and faith. These errors have not all been on the 
part of the liberals, but some are quite prevalent in the 
thinking of many who consider themselves evangelical 
and theologically conservative. It is imperative that we 
recover a truly biblical view of revelation and faith. 

We cannot really know another person unless he 
chooses to reveal himself. It is possible to learn much 
about him, but not to know him as a person until he 
speaks or communicates. An artist, a doctor, your next- 
door neighbor, each can gain information about you 
from his own point of view. But the real you, a person 


with hopes and fears, attitudes toward people and ' 
things, etc., he can never know unless you choose to 
tell him about yourself. 

This fact is true of God, only more so. He is the 
Infinite One; we are. finite creatures. He is holy and 
we are separated from Him by our sins. According to 
the Psalmist the heavens do declare the glory of God, 
but nature itself gives us no answer to the most im- 
portant questions. What kind of God is He? Does He 
care about us? What does He expect from men? Can 
I really know Him with certainty? 

The glorious message of the Bible is that God has 
taken the initiative, He has spoken and revealed Him- 
self. The writer to the Hebrews opens his letter with 
these words: 

“In many and various ways God spoke of old to’ 
our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days 
He has spoken to us by a Son.” 

As we read the Scripture we see that in a unique 
way God’s revelation is rooted and grounded in his- 
tory. The Bible witnesses to God’s mighty acts on be- 
half of mankind. It does not simply give ethical ideas 
or codes of morals; rather it presents God’s redemptive 
activity in history. 

Today, however, when many writers are empha- 
sizing God’s mighty “acts” in history it is necessary to 








Unbiblical Views 


God and your faith 


These views have sapped the vigor from 
thousands of churches—maybe your church. 


establishing and developing a man’s personal relation- 
ship with God. Our tendency, however, has been to 
make orthodoxy, acceptance of right teaching, the 
final test of Christianity. The message of James that 
faith without works is dead, and of John that a man 
who says he loves God and hates his brother is a 
liar, has been correspondingly ignored. 

If you do not believe this is true, ask yourself the 
following question. Which would create the greater 
concern in your own church: a Christian who in- 
dulges in gossip and shows lack of love for the breth- 
ren, or one who should express doubt about eternal 
security? 

This erroneous view of revelation and faith has had 
tragic consequences in several areas of our Christian 
life. 

1. There have been divisions within Christian 
churches, and separation of one church from another, 
over doctrinal matters of quite secondary importance. 
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For too long we have tended to make the final issue 
one of the mind: doctrinal correctness to the last 
“jot and tittle.” Let us allow our Lord to teach us to 
go through right teaching to the great test He Him- 
self has given, one of life: “By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35). 

2. This lowered view of revelation and faith has 
also had a detrimental effect upon our proclamation 
of the Gospel. How often we hear the expression “the 
plan of salvation.” As we read the Acts and study the 
early sermons, we are impressed by the fact that 
the Apostles proclaimed more than a “plan,” they pre- 
sented a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
crucified and is now alive. It is a living Lord who is 
preached and people are called upon to acknowledge 
Him as Lord and Savior. 

Just as we have tended to depersonalize the Gospel, 
we have been guilty of depersonalizing the non-Chris- 
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stress also the explanatory “word.” Both elements are 
extremely important. “Christ died” is an event; this 
statement by itself means little. “For our sins” pro- 
vides the all-important explanation. Thus in the words 
of F. F. Bruce, “God chose to reveal Himself as the 
God of living action, revealing Himself in mighty acts 
of mercy and judgment, and interpreting His ways to 
men through His spokesmen the prophets.” 

As we study further the biblical teaching concern- 
ing God’s activity in history we see that revelation is 


far more than information or doctrine or teachings ‘ 


about God. Revelation is nothing less than God’s self- 
disclosure, the very giving of Himself to His people in 
covenant relationship. Throughout the Old and New 
Testaments the Bible witnesses to this wonderful 
reality. 

At the time of the exodus from Egypt when the law 
was being given, God affirmed through Moses, “I will 
make my abode among you .. . and I will walk among 
you, and will be your God, and you shall be my 
people” (Lev. 26:11, 12). 

Several hundred years later when the kingdom had 
been consolidated under David, and Solomon was ded- 
icating the temple, we see God reaffirming His purpose, 

“I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will 

not forsake my people Israel” (I Kings 6:13). 





As time went by, however, Israel disobeyed God 
repeatedly and persisted in their sin until the time 
came for judgment. Yet on the eve of the Captivity, 
as the nation was about to go into eclipse, God spoke 
through Jeremiah of the future, 

“I will make a new covenant . . . I will put my law 

within them . . . I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people” (Jer. 31:31-33). 

When we come to the New Testament, we find this 
prophecy fulfilled in Jesus Christ. “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). “He is the 
mediator of a new covenant” (Heb. 8:8-12; 9:15). 
Our Lord Himself continues this basic idea on the eve 
of His death in these words: 

“If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and 
my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our home with him” (John 14:23). 

The last statement brings us to the matter of faith, 
which is man’s response to God’s revelation. What is 
faith? The answer is determined by our view of revela- 
tion. If revelation is essentially information about God 
then faith is simply mental assent to this truth. But if 
revelation is God’s giving of Himself, then faith can be 
nothing less than the whole-hearted giving of myself 
to God. 

(Continued on page 45) 








(Unbiblical Views continued) 


tians to whom we present it. We call them “souls” to 
be saved. One non-Christian remarked rather bitterly 
of certain Christians, “I wish they were as interested 
in me as they are in my soul.” 

Could that be said of our Lord? No, He was always 
interested in the total man, body and soul, in his 
total life situation. Jesus Christ’s healing ministry is 
ample evidence of this fact. Furthermore He had no 
pat “plan of salvation;’ He approached each person 
differently according to his own need. While there is 
only one way to God, through His Son, there are 
many ways by which the Holy Spirit brings men to a 
vital relationship with Jesus Christ. In evangelism we 
must learn to understand each person in his own par- 
ticular situation of physical and spiritual need and 
present to him a Living Savior who is able to trans- 
form his life. 

3. Furthermore, this emphasis on doctrine leads 
some of our young people to consider themselves 
Christians, when in reality they have never been born 
again by the Spirit of God. Faith has become accept- 
ance of the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, not 
the total commitment of oneself to Christ resulting in 
a changed life. “To obey is better than sacrifice” 
(I Sam. 15:22). God is not pleased with worship, 
even when it is according to His commandment, where 
there is no evidence of obedience and spiritual life. 


Satan works hardest to win those who are the most surrendered to God. 


4. How do we measure Christian growth and 
maturity? Where revelation is regarded as information 
about God, we will think simply in ferms of knowledge 
of the Bible and understanding of doctrine. Is our 
study of the Scripture an end in itself, or is it to hear 
the Word of God to us in our present life situation? 
And are our lives different for having studied the 
Bible? Let us not think of the Word of God prima- 
rily as a book with chapters and verses to be studied. 
Rather in all our reading and study may we come to 
it as the authoritative, inspired instrument through 
which we meet God Himself. 

“Beyond the sacred page I seek thee, Lord, 
My spirit pants for Thee, O living Word.” 

These are some of the more significant errors re- 
sulting from an unbiblical view of revelation, faith 
and Christian living. What can we do about it? Let us 
turn especially to those neglected portions of Scrip- 
ture such as I Corinthians 13, James and I John 
through which God will correct our thinking. And 
in all of our Bible reading let us seek God who so 
graciously desires to impart more of Himself. Then as 
we respond in faith, giving ourselves more fully, His 
purpose to make us increasingly like Jesus Christ will 
be fulfilled. May the Apostle Paul’s words be increas- 
ingly true of us. 

“We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory 

of the Lord, are being changed into His likeness from 








one degree of glory to another” (II Cor. 3:18). 
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What the French 





Think of Our Missionaries 


A leading French pastor speaks his mind 


concerning American workers in France. 


Since WORLD WAR II, the at- 
tention of North American Christians has been increas- 
ingly drawn to France. 

Christian work in a cultured and civilized country, 
however, is profoundly different from that in more 
primitive fields. Two or three generations of missionary 
endeavor in underdeveloped, tropical countries has 
given rise to a kind of “jungle perspective;” but when 
it comes to a civilized country, such as France, this out- 
look needs to be replaced by a radically different per- 
spective and type of approach. Such a readjustment is 
not always easy. 

In the interests of promoting a truer, “European” 
perspective, Frank Horton, representative of the Inter- 
national Fellowship of Evangelical Students in France, 
recorded an interview with Mr. X—, a well-known, 
highly respected French pastor who has travelled both 
in Britain and in the United States. Some of his com- 
ments may not make pleasant reading—but they 
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should not be waved off lightly or explained away. 

Question: First of all, how many Protestants are 
there in France? : 

Mr. X: There are no precise statistics, although it is 
generally thought that they number between 800,000 
and 900,000. 

Question: How many of these Protestants are evan- 
gelical Christians who have had a real experience of 
personal salvation? 

Mr. X: Unfortunately, the percentage in France is 
very low. Perhaps 80,000 or 90,000 at the most are 
evangelicals—about ten per cent of the Protestant pop- 
ulation. 

Question: What about denominations in France? 

Mr. X: Almost all Protestants are registered in two 
big churches which, though once national, are now 
separate from the State. The Reformed Church of 
France dates from the Reformation, and went through 
the persecution and the regime of the Edict of Nantes. 








It accounts for between 60 and 70 per cent of the 
French Protestants. The other is the Lutheran Church, 
comprising about 30 per cent. The remainder belong 
to churches that are few in number but very active in a 
missionary sense: Baptists, Free Churches, Methodists 
and Assemblies of God. 

These Protestants are very unevenly spread through- 
out France. A large proportion live in the Midi (south) 
of, France around the city of Nimes and in the 
Cevennes mountains—historically a Protestant center. 
Many others live in the Poitou, in the Paris region, and 
in the East of France in Alsace. There remain large re- 
gions of France where Protestantism is almost com- 
pletely unknown. 

Question: What type of person is the average 
French Protestant? 

Mr. X: In general he is proud to be a Protestant, and 
considers it to be a badge of spiritual aristocracy. 
French Protestants play an important role in the polit- 
ical and intellectual life of France out of proportion to 
their numbers. For this reason the French Christian 
tends to have a superiority complex, and he rarely feels 
the need to spread his faith: he looks upon his church 
as a reserved society where new people are not partic- 
ularly welcome. 

Of course, many Protestants are not of this opinion 
but are profoundly convinced of the need to evangelize 
their fellow-citizens. This is especially true of the non- 
official churches. Nevertheless, each of the national 
churches also carries on an active programme of evan- 
gelism, through the “Société Centrale d’Evangelisation” 
(Reformed Church) and the “Société d’Evangélisa- 
tion” (Lutheran Church). And we must not, of course, 
forget the Salvation Army, which recruits its officers 
and soldiers from most of the Protestant churches in 
France. 

Question: What has been the particular contribution 
of our American friends to the spiritual life of France? 

Mr. X: Many who have come from America have 
been a great blessing to France. God has used them to 
create new works, found new churches, and bring 
many unconverted people to the Christian faith even 
from among those who were not formerly Protestants. 
We should particularly mention the work of Billy 
Graham in Paris. In the space of a few days he trans- 
formed the spiritual life of the Protestant churches, and 
in particular helped these churches to understand their 
evangelistic duty. 

Question: Would you care to say something of the 
errors of judgment or action that American workers 
should try to avoid? 

Mr. X: A general error, at least in certain quarters, 
has been the apparent lack of an effort to understand 
what was accomplished by French Christians before 


their arrival, a tendency to believe that they came to a 
country where the gospel was completely unknown. 
Coming in this spirit, Americans have often given the 
impression that they belittled the work done before their 
arrival, an attitude which obviously deeply hurt their 
brethren in the faith. It is perhaps this ignorance of the 
work of evangelism carried on before their coming 
which constitutes, in my opinion, the most serious error. 

Question: In which realms of Christian work in 
France can foreign workers give the greatest aid? 

Mr. X: My impression is that the French Christian 
suffers from a complex peculiar to his being part of a 
very small minority. In America, on the other hand, 
the Christian belongs to a sizable portion of the popu- 
lation, and this gives him a sort of majority complex. 
For this reason, the foreign worker can bring us more 
boldness, more frankness in evangelism, and a more 
acute sense of publicity and propaganda. The French 
Christian tends to hide his feelings because of spiritual 
reserve, and he needs to learn that the gospel must be 
preached widely, in the streets and on the public 
squares. 

Question: What are, in your opinion, the essential 
qualifications of an American Christian who comes to 
work in France? 

Mr. X: I’m taking for granted, of course, that this 
American Christian is thoroughly qualified spiritually 
for the Lord’s service. This is essential everywhere, but 
nowhere more than in a country like France where 
large numbers of people are disgusted by the caricature 
of Christianity—the hypocrisy of its representatives— 
which is the only form they know. 

T believe that the American should be very supple 
in his attitude in order to be able to adapt to the French 
mentality and to French habits which are profoundly 
different from their American counterparts. He needs 
a great deal of tact in order not to shock the French 
people or ride rough-shod over customs which are still 
unknown to him. 

And I believe, of course, that the principle qualifica- 
tion, one that should mark every servant of God, is a 
profound understanding, a profound desire to know 
those to whom God calls. him to work. Any missionary 
coming to France who does not love France and the 
French can only do a great harm. 

Question: Would you comment on the need for a 
knowledge of French life and the French language? 

Mr. X: Obviously, the American who comes to 
France should have a general understanding of the way 
the French live, and there is no doubt that politics play 
an important role in the life of the average Frenchman. 
But we mustn’t demand too much, for this is not a theo- 
retical knowledge that can be learned from books in 
the United States, but rather a practical knowledge 
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that the American will gain directly provided, of 
course, he is vitally interested in the French people 
among whom he lives. Through participation in their 
life he will quickly gain a general grasp of their politi- 
cal, cultural and religious preoccupations. 

As regards the language, it is extremely important 
that the American master French as completely as pos- 
sible, for the Frenchman is very fond of his language. 
To him it is a beautiful language, and grammatical 
mistakes or the misuse of cherished expressions hurt 
him keenly. I believe, therefore, that the Christian who 
comes to work in France should make a very special 
effort to master not only the French language, but also 
the spirit of the French language. 

In addition, he must have, of course, a profound per- 
sonal understanding as well as a degree of maturity 
which will allow him to understand points of view that 
are strange to him and opinions that he does not share. 

Question: How does a Frenchman evalute a for- 
eigner? 

Mr. X: This is another delicate question, because 
these criteria are exterior ones. For example: the way 
the American is dressed, the way he eats, the way he 
speaks and behaves in everyday life. The Frenchman 
is often surprised by certain details of American dress: 
I am thinking, for example, of the astonishing effect 
that the ties of some American friends have on certain 
French folk. As regards eating habits, the French peo- 
ple, wholeheartedly attached to their “cuisine,” are 
often surprised to see that Americans prefer canned 
meat and vegetables from the other side of the Atlantic 
to good French meals, and this disdain of the French 
menu is resented as a personal offense to the French- 
man himself. It is often in terms of such simple, mate- 
rial considerations that the American is severely judged 
by those who observe his everyday life. 

Question: What would be the value of American 
methods and techniques, adapted to the French situa- 
tion? 

Mr. X: I believe that Americans have a great deal 
to teach us by their methods and techniques, and that 
this is where they can bring us great practical help. 
Nevertheless, it is absolutely essential that these meth- 
ods and techniques be adapted to the French mental- 
ity. By that I mean that French preoccupations and 
educational background are vastly different from their 
American counterparts. Even the uninstructed French- 
man, for example, who has never been to university, 
thinks philosophically, and has a culture that demands 
a logical discussion with arguments. Simple illustrations 
will not convince him. It is safe to say that the average 
intellectual age of a French audience is considerably 
higher than that of an American audience. 

Over-simplification must be avoided in talks. You 
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have to reply to certain intellectual preoccupations ‘in’ 
the French audience. This is also true for films and 
talks on the radio: those who prepare them must bear 
in mind the French demand for a clear, logical presen- 
tation leading to intellectual conviction. 

Question: Are there any dangers inherent in the 
relative material wealth of the American Christian in 
France? 

Mr. X: I believe that this is perhaps the most im- 
portant matter, practically speaking. Here we must 
recognize a basic difference between French and 
American outlook. To the American, material wealth 
may be considered as a proof of God’s blessing and a 
sign that you are in the right path. In France, on the 
other hand, it is widely felt that wealth belongs to the 
reign of Mammon and that Satan, not God, is the 
source of material blessing. 

In France, you see, there are certain Catholic over- 
tones to the Protestant perspective, and it is generally 
felt, for example, that the Christian life—especially 
the life of a servant of God—is incompatible’ with 
riches. It is quite normal that the servant of God should 
be poor and free from financial preoccupations. This 
outlook stems from an old ascetic ideal that pictures 
the man of God as a hermit, living in a cave and eating 
figs. A pastor who owned a luxurious automobile would 
be quickly and severely judged. 

There is no doubt, for example, that the principal 
criticism leveled against Billy Graham in Paris singled 
out the money he earned, the financial outlay repre- 
sented by his organization, and even the expenses of 
his hotel and of the cars in which he travelled, etc. I be- 
lieve, therefore, that the American Christian working 
in France should accustom himself to living as simply 
as possible. 

Question: What do French Christians think of the 
tendency to pioneer a new work which is parallel to but 
independent of existing French work? 

Mr. X: The purpose of evangelism in France should 
be to found French churches. Those who accept the 
gospel should therefore be enabled to join a truly 
French community. We hold, therefore, that it is ex- 
tremely dangerous to establish foreign colonies on 
French territory among French Christians, groups 
which, in the final analysis, are not acceptable to the 
French. I believe with all my heart that our American 
friends should seek rather to encourage existing French 
organisms by helping directly in their development. Or 
if they do launch an independent endeavor, they should 
seek to integrate it as soon as possible with a French 
work of the same type and character. 

Question: Is there a danger among Americans to 
mingle with Americans rather than with French? 

(Continued on page 46) 
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A message from the Bible Study Hour 
by Donald Grey Barnhouse 


what does God mean in your daily existence? 


Waar IS GOD to you? The reason 
for this question will be evident as we come to a certain 
verse in a little while. But first, let us consider what 
God is to various groups of people. 

To the atheist, there is no God, but look at Psalm 
14:1 which says, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is 
no God.’ ” 

When I began to study this, I turned to my concord- 
ance and discovered that several Hebrew words are 
translated “fool,” This interested me, and I wanted to 
see what kind of person says there is no God. 

First, I discovered a Hebrew word used for those 
who are the opposite of the prudent and the wise, and 
means “silly;” such people are called fools, silly, sense- 
less; today we would perhaps call them morons. 

Then I was amazed to find another Hebrew word, 
hallel, translated “fool.” Hallel means “praise,” and 
hallelujah means “praise Jehovah.” So the man who 
hallels himself is a fool. 

Another Hebrew word translated fool originally 
meant fat, and then stupid, and finally fool; thus it 
meant the person whose mind was fat, whose whole 
life was stupid and foolish. 













You say that you believe in God, but 


Then I came to the word nabal which means fool. 
It comes from the word used for bags made out of skin. 
People took a goatskin and sewed it up and used it to 
hold water or wine. When it was empty, of course, it 
deflated, and you saw the skin bag with nothing in it. 
The Hebrews used nabal to describe a man who had 
just been deflated, and whose mind held nothing, who 
was a fool. This is the word used in Psalm 14:1, the 





fool, the skin bag, the man who is empty-headed, says j 
in his heart, “There is no God.” | 
We find a play on this word in I Samuel 25, in the | 


story of Abigail. While David was in hiding from Saul, 
he sent a messenger to Nabal, the husband of Abigail, 
requesting food for his men. But Nabal sent back a 
surly reply, refusing to help David. In a rage, David 
mustered his forces to massacre Nabal and all his 
household. But Abigail, Nabal’s beautiful wife, inter- 
cepted David with a supply of food, and pleaded for 
mercy in these words: “Let not my lord regard this 
ill-natured fellow, Nabal; for as his name is, so is he; 
Nabal [fool] is his name, and folly is with him” (I 
Sam. 25:25). 

In Brussels, Belgium, there is a museum which is 
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called the Wirtz Museum, named for a famous Belgian 
artist; it contains all of his paintings. Although they are 
great paintings, nobody ever wanted to buy them; the 
reason was that he was partly insane, and chose horri- 
ble subjects. For example, there is a painting of a man 
who has been buried alive; he has lifted the edge of the 
coffin and is peering out with an expression of horror 
because he knows the tomb is sealed. You don’t want 
that on your dining room wall. 

Another painting, 12 x 20 feet, is called The Suicide. 
You see a man’s body hunched over a table, blood run- 
ning everywhere, and his pistol lying on the floor. As 
you study the picture you see a piece of paper on the 
table, on which the man has written II n’y a pas Dieu, 
“There is no God.” 

This, of course, is logical. When a man comes to the 
place where he writes, “There is no God,” the only 
thing left to do is to end it all. If there is no God, there 
is nothing worth anything. 


NOT IN HIS THOUGHTS 


Now there is a second class of people who believe 
that there is a God, but He is nothing to them. This is 
one step, a terrible step, out of the nihilism of atheism; 
here is a man who has a God but he does not worship 
Him. In Psalm 10:4 it says, “God is not in all his 
thoughts.” One translator of the Psalms renders this 
verse, “There is no sign of God in all his thoughts.” 

Now if you stop certain men on the street and say to 
them, “Do you believe there is a God?” they will reply, 
“Oh, sure!” and go on. But watch them from one 
week’s end to the other and you will discover that there 
is no sign of God in all their thoughts. There are many 
around us who would not be seriously affected if some- 
one said to them, “I have positive proof that there is 
no God.” 

Now, the question is, What is God to you? Let’s con- 
sider now the people who have a God and for whom 
He is something; not too much, but nevertheless, some- 
thing. He is recognized on occasion. On Sunday morn- 
ing they say, “God, you will get your tip; I shall give 
you 60 minutes.” They plan life and live as they please, 
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but God gets an occasional tip. To themi, God is some- 
thing. Mentally they are convinced that God is: the 
Creator. Mentally they are convinced that God’s ways 
are best, but practically they live for self. In fact, they 
might use all the arguments for the existence of God. 

But their knowledge of God, and their mental ac- 
ceptance of God and of a creed about God does not 
affect how they live. This is a terrible thing, to have a 
God, who is only something. 

Psalm 46:1 says, “God is a very present help in trou- 
ble,” but once a boy who was reading it said, “God 
is a very pleasant help in trouble.’ And for many 
people, God is a very pleasant help in time of trou- 
ble; but let the trouble pass, and God moves out of the 
picture. 

And there are many people when they are sick who 
cry out, “Oh, God!” but when they get well, “Oh, me!” 

I had a friend who was a chaplain in the army dur- 
ing the first world war. One night the word came that 
they would attack the German lines at dawn, so the 
hundred men in the chaplain’s company got busy and 
wrote letters to the folks back home. It was the chap- 
lain’s duty to censor the letters, so he put them into a 
mail pouch, to be censored after the battle. 

Two days later the fighting was over, and the men 
returned to their posts. Of course, everyone wrote more 
letters back home to tell about their ordeal. And when 
the chaplain censored the mail, he did all the letters at 
one time. 

Here is a sample of what he read. First, before the 
battle: “Dear Mother, we’re going to attack in the 
morning and I’ve been thinking of home and you, and 
I vowed to God that if I come through tomorrow, I am 
going to be a better man.” Some even said, “I believe 
I’m going into the ministry.” 

But, after the battle, in the same handwriting, three 
days later, to a friend in another regiment; “Dear Joe: 
Can you get leave? The last time we were in Paris, we 
had a hot time, didn’t we? I’ve just come through a 
scorcher up front and we were near death at every 
moment. If you can get leave and meet me in Paris, 
boy, we’ll go out on the town!” Before the battle: “Oh, 
God, if I get through tomorrow!” After the battle: 
“Well, I got through, God, so I don’t need you any 
more.” 


WHEN GOD IS EVERYTHING 


But in Psalm 43:4 you will discover that to some 
people God is everything. It says, “I will go to the altar 
of God, God my exceeding joy.” Now if we are very 
serious about life and about God, this is the ideal; we 
want God to be not our convienient recourse but our 
exceeding joy. 

Psalm 42 begins with an expression of great longing 


If you are seated in heavenly places, sit still. 25 











after God. The Revised Standard Version says, “As a 
hart longs for flowing streams, so longs my soul for 
thee, O God.” Now this is a picture of a deer out in the 
desert, searching for flowing streams. This led me to 
see that God allows us to go through desert experience 
and you say, “O God, my life is dry, I need Thee!” 
Thank God for your dryness if it arouses your thirst! 
Thank God for the thirst that turns your thoughts to- 
ward Him! 

So Psalm 42 pictures a Christian in the desert long- 
ing for the flowing streams. But God will take a man 
out of the desert, from the place where God is some- 
thing, to the place where God is everything. “As the 
hart longs for the flowing streams, so longs my soul for 
thee, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living 
God. When shall I come and behold the face of God?” 
And now verse 3: “My tears have been my food day 
and night while men say to me continually, “Where is 
your God?’ ” 

Verse 4 reveals a spiritual desert in the midst of re- 
ligious observance. This is what it says: “These things 
I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I went with 
the throng, and led them in procession to the house of 
God, with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, a 
multitude keeping festival.” 

So here is a man leading a religious procession: the 
people are shouting and singing, but he is in the desert. 
It is possible, you know, to attend a meeting where 
people are singing, and yet your heart is miserable. It 
is possible to go to a Saturday night meeting and sing 
rousing choruses about joy, while in your heart there 
is a desert. It is possible to lead the throng in procession 
to the house of God, and yet have desert dryness in 
your heart. 

Note the great contrast between verses 4 and 5 of 
Psalm 42: “I went . . . with a multitude keeping festi- 
val. Why are you cast down, O my soul?” The man is 
leading the religious procession while his own heart is 
miserable! 

But how can a man be changed from the leader of a 
joyful throng to become a man with a great joy in God? 
We find the answer in Psalm 43: 3 and 4: “O send out 
thy light and thy truth; let them lead me, and let them 
bring me,” to three places: “to thy holy hill, and to thy 
dwelling” and “to the altar of God.” But there is a 
fourth place—God Himself. Now what is the light, 
and what is the truth? 

I John 1:5 says, “God is light and in him is no dark- 
ness at all.” So there is the Father. Next, we turn to 
John 14:6 where Jesus says, “I am the truth,” and 
there is God the Son. What will lead us from proces- 
sional joy to personal joy? The answer is, God the 
Father and God the Son coming upon us. “Let them 
bring me to thy holy hill [Jerusalem] and to thy 
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dwelling [the Tabernacle] Then I will go to the altar” 
[the cross of Jesus Christ], and I have arrived! You 
see, the light and the truth will take us to the holy hill, 
to the Tabernacle, to the altar and at last “to God my 
exceeding joy.” 

I talked with a Chinese girl who prepared an airline 
ticket for me in the Hotel Imperial in Tokyo. When I 
spoke to her about the Lord, she replied that she didn’t 
know anything about Christianity. She had been 
brought up a Buddhist. 

I said, “Do you love Buddha?” 

I shall never forget the startled look on her face. 
“Love Buddha?” Of course, no Buddhist in the world 
loves Buddha. When you see those frightening pictures 
of horrible gods, demons ready to pounce upon people, 
you know that there is no love for any god other than 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Men do not love Mohammed; men do not love Con- 
fucius; men do not love the Hindu gods. Only the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is loved. Why? 
Because He alone is love. So in order for you to have 
God as your exceeding joy you must know Him. 

You must not only know Him you must know Him 
as a Person. David cried out, “My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God!” (Psalm 42:2). 


A MATHEMATICAL SOMETHING 


When I had the opportunity to speak in Cambridge 
University a few years ago, I began my first message 
by quoting two famous professors of that university who 


_had written statements for a series of magazine articles 


under the general heading, “What I Believe.” Sir Ar- 
thur Eddington wrote, “I am forced to believe that 
after all, behind all of science, behind nature, behind 
it all there is something.” Sir James Jeans, comment- 
ing on Sir Arthur’s statement, wrote, “I am convinced 
that behind it all there is something more than this, 
there is a mathematical something.” 

I said to the students and faculty of Cambridge Un- 
iversity, “If you are expecting me to expound on a 
mathematical something, this is not what I have come 
here for. When I get down on my knees beside my bed 
at night I do not say, ‘Dear Mathematical Something!’ 
But I say, ‘Dear Heavenly Father!’ ” 

A young father was listening to his little girl say her 
prayers. 

Suddenly, she looked up and said, “Daddy, are you 
dear Heavenly Father?” 

And Daddy replied, “No, I am not dear Heavenly 
Father.” 

“Is Mommie dear Heavenly Father?” 

“No, Mommie is not dear Heavenly Father.” 

“Well who is dear Heavenly Father?” 

(Continued on page 44) 
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Even THE MOST casual reader of the Gospels cannot 
miss the miraculous healings of Jesus Christ. While His healing ministry was 
for “them that had need of healing” (Luke 9:11), it went far beyond them to 
touch the very roots of His presence among men. In fact, Christ insisted that 
these miracles of healing were credentials of His Messiahship (Luke 7:19- 
23). 

The future ministry of Christ will also be marked by a great healing minis- 
try. When He comes again as the “Sun of righteousness,” He will “arise with 
healing in his wings” (Mal. 4:2). “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as 
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the desert” (Isa. 35:5, 6). In that day “the inhab- 
itant shall not say, I am sick” (Isa. 33:24), as the inhabitants today are say- 
ing. 

The present ministry of Christ with reference to healing, however, is a ma- 
jor concern of Christians today. In Acts Luke writes that what Christ “began 

. . to do” (Acts 1:1) while He was on earth, He is continuing to do from the 
heavens. And the book of Acts constitutes the first great chapter in the present 
ministry of Christ from the heavens. Most certainly one of the things He is do- 
ing today is healing. Peter insisted that “his name through faith in his name 
hath made this man strong” (Acts 3:16). With this as encouragement the 
newly formed Church prayed, “And now, Lord . . . grant unto thy servants, 
that with all boldness they may speak thy word, by stretching forth thine hand 
to heal; and that signs and wondérs may be done by the name of the holy 
child Jesus” (Acts 4:29, 30). 

The specific provision for God’s people today and the way this provision 
may be appropriated is the question which has puzzled believers down across 
the years. This was just as true in the apostolic church as today. For in the 
epistle of James the first book of the New Testament to be written, clear 
directions were given to the Church. Where these directions have been 
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followed, God has honored His Word and blessed the 
saints with healing. 

“Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any 
merry? let him sing psalms. Is any sick among you? let 
him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and 
the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed 
sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults 
one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may 
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” (Jas. 5:13-20). 


VARIOUS VIEWS 


Interesting and illuminating are the views that have 
been taken toward this passage of Scripture and the 
rite which it presents. These views relate to the actual 
practice of the form, the kinds of healing involved, and 
the various sources from which the healing comes. 

1. Actual practice. It is amazing that so many views 
can arise over a passage that seems to be so clear. 
There are at least six. 

(a) Protestant view. In general Protestants elim- 
inate the application of the service by totally ignoring 
this passage. Professing Christendom largely falls into 
this class. 

(b) Spiritual view. This view explains away the 
application of the service to physical ills by interpreting 
it figuratively. The majority of Protestant commenta- 
tors explain it this way. 

(c) Catholic view. By interpreting this as a rite, 
known as extreme unction, for those about to die, the 
Catholics explain away the true meaning of the pass- 
age, and make it refer to a spiritual preparation for 
death. 

(d) Hyper-dispensational view. Those who draw 
sharply the dispensational lines insist that this passage 
and provision must be restricted to Jews, and that, per- 
haps, even for the millennium, and the Church is thus 
excluded. 

(e) Wholesale view. Certain cults and sects to- 
day lay great stress upon healing and sweep away all 
restrictions, opening up physical healing to any and all 
who may be afflicted. This is generally held by those 
who advocate the gift of healing. 

(f) Orthodox view. Though this view is not 
widely held, it restricts the physical healing to those 
who have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Kinds of healing. It may seem quite strange that 
more than one view could be taken on this point. But as 
a matter of fact, there are two. 

(a) Spiritual healing. This is the general view 
among Protestants, basing their contention on the sup- 
position that James is speaking figuratively of spiritual 


healing. The Catholics follow this interpretation spe- 
cifically, and use this passage as authority for the rite 
of extreme unction when one is being prepared spirit- 
ally for death. 

(b) Physical healing. While this is the view that 
is easiest to glean from the passage, few hold it. But of 
those who do, some think the application is for any and 
all ills that beset believers, while others think that this 
provision was made for ills of a more or less serious 
nature. 

3. Source of healing. The division on this point is 
also very interesting in the light of what the passage 
says. 

(a) God and oil in relation to spiritual healing. 
Those who insist that the healing is spiritual will on the 
one hand trace its source directly to God, making 
prayer and anointing figurative, while others, such as 
the Catholics, will trace the source to the oil, making 
this form sacramental. 

(b) Anointing, gift of healing, prayer and phys- 
ical healing. Three views are held as to the source of 
physical healing. 

Medicinal view. Those who hold this view insist 
that it is the oil that brings about the healing, for oil 
serves as a medicine. 

Healing gift view. The advocates of this view 
argue that the prayer of faith is the same as the gift of 
healing spoken of in I Corinthians 12:9, 28. 

Prayer of faith. Those who take this position in- 
sist the Scripture clearly states it is the prayer of faith 
that saves the sick. Such prayer is God-given and in 
each case the invalid is healed. 


PROPER BIBLICAL VIEW 


1. In discovering the proper view to this Scripture 
we must first know to whom James is writing. The first 
verse of the epistle explains that James is writing “to 
the ‘twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (Jas. 
1:1). Further investigation indicates that these are 
Christian Jews. Such expressions as “brethren” (1:2, 
19; 2:1), “begat” (1:18), and “worthy name” (2:7), 
indicate that these were Christians. Since this group 
has “the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ,” there is no 
other conclusion than that they are Christian Jews. 

However, this epistle reaches out to all Christians. 
In 45 A.D., when this epistle was written, practically 
all Christians were Jews. And through this group the 
message went out to all gentile Christians as well. In 
this epistle the emphasis is so decidedly on the Christian 
element and not the Jewish, that this epistle was finally 
classed among the general epistles of the New Testa- 
ment, and heads the list in the arrangement of the 
books of the New Testament from earliest times until 
the present. 


28 The peace of God passeth all understanding and all misunderstanding. ETERNITY 














Since this great physical provision has been made 
for Christians, it clearly excludes those who have not 
yet come within the pale of the Church. Any wholesale 
effort to apply this to all who may be sick goes beyond 
the intent of Scripture. 

2. But what kind of affliction is James writing about? 
Perhaps no clearer description could be given than the 
words used by James in the original. 

This affliction produces suffering which is sensuous 
(13). The word “afflicted” in verse 13 means the same 
as the words “suffering affliction” in verse 10, and the 
word “passions” in verse 17. This expression admits 
what every sober-minded person will admit, that there 
is bodily sickness which produces physical suffering 
and pain. 

This affliction is one which leaves a person strength- 
less (14). By the word “sick” in verse 14 James is 
describing one who is without strength, one who no 
longer has power within himself for recovery. In John 
5:7 the same word, translated “impotent,” describes 
the man who could not help himself into the pool. He 
was without any power to do anything for himself. 

This affliction is one producing a condition that is 
serious (15), as indicated by the words used in the 
next verse. The word “sick” is not the same one ap- 
pearing in verse 14. It describes one who is prostrate 
and bedfast. The expression “raise up” indicates that 
such a one is lifted from his bed of illness by a power 
external to himself. It follows, then, that this provision 
for healing has been made for those who have illnesses 
of a more or less serious nature. This will cause the 
patient to reckon carefully with his illness, to determine 
that it is actual and of such nature that he needs the 
help of God. 

3. Finally we must determine the nature of the 
anointing. The service of prayer and anointing in- 
volves at least three things: the obligation resting upon 
the sick person, the elders who officiate in the service, 
and the order and plan of the service. 

The initial step in a case of illness rests upon the one 
who is sick. “Is any sick among you? let him call for 
the elders of the church.” It is not the business of the 
elders of the Church to go scouting for the sick. And it 
is only logical that the one who is sick will be more apt 
to know about it and its seriousness before anyone 
else. If the Word of God is followed implicitly, and he 
calls the elders, this will prevent the possibility of 
divine healers moving in upon a community and 
rounding up all that are sick. 

This is a command laid upon the sick one, as the im- 
perative mode of the verb indicates. He should be just 
as faithful in carrying out this command as any other in 
the New Testament. And to fail in this command is 
just as much sin as in any other. Who should be called? 
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The answer is—the elders of the Church. Note that 
more than one elder is to be called. Where there are © 
two or more who officiate at such a service, it would be 
impossible for anyone to claim supernatural powers. 
God alone will receive the glory. 

In sex, the elders are to be men. The masculine gen- 
der of the noun “elders” makes no provision for the 
ministry of women. This is in accord with the duties 
and functions of women in the church. 

In locality, the elders should be members of the local 
congregation of believers. The word “church” can have 
no other meaning in this passage. And if this is the case, 
the elders will know the sick person, his life, testimony, 
the nature of his sickness, and whether personal sin is 
in any way involved. This will enable them to deal more . 
accurately with the case and exercise a ministry for 
good. On the other hand, the sick one will know the 
elders, their position, prominence, person, purity, and 
powers. Knowing them as ordinary men, when healing 
comes, he will attribute it to God. 

In position, these elders hold some office in the local 
church calling for qualifications of spirituality and abil- 
ity. Being regarded with esteem by the members of the 
local congregation, they are also more apt to have 
power with God. For it is “the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man” that “availeth much” (16). And 
it is a righteous man who will be more apt to help a 
sick man who is guilty of personal sin. 

Now what about the order of the service at which 
healing is to take place? 

Confession of sin on the part of the sick person 
should come first. This is strongly implied in verse 15, 
“And if he have committed sins,” and specifically 
stated in verse 16, “Confess your faults one to another.” 
When sickness is due to personal sin, healing will be 
withheld until the sin is confessed and forsaken. But 
though personal sin may not be the cause of the sick- 
ness, this will give a fine opportunity for the sick per- 
son to search his own heart and lay himself open and 
bare before the Lord. 

Anointing with oil follows confession of sin. The 
tense of the participle “anointing” might well be trans- 
lated “having anointed” him with oil. This should take 
place prior to the prayer. The oil becomes a beautiful 
symbol of the Holy Spirit who lives in and watches over 
the saint (Jas. 4:5). The vigilance of the Spirit is not 
merely for the spiritual welfare of believers but also 
extends to the physical body which is His temple. 

The authority of the name of the Lord is the order un- 
der which the elders are performing this rite. Thus the 
rite is not only performed as commanded by the Lord, 
but by being done in His name, the whole matter is placed 
in His hands. Here is implicit evidence that the healing 

(Continued on page 47) 


Where God's finger points, there God's hand will make the way. 29 











Cumpren love to sing. They 
learn words and music rapidly and effortlessly, and re- 
tain them in their memories indefinitely. Many a song 
learned quite casually in childhood has been treasured 
throughout the years and taught in adulthood to a sec- 
ond, even a third, generation! 

What an opportunity, then, for Christian educators 
to use music to fill the minds and hearts of their chil- 
dren with the truths of the gospel and of Christian ex- 
perience! 

Children will sing a beloved song over and over 
again, never tiring of it, thus impressing its words upon 
their minds and keeping its spiritual truths ablossom in 
their hearts. More, they will carry its message back to 
their homes and to those of their friends and neighbors 
—very often homes where the Christian message in any 
other form might but with difficulty gain entrance. 

How important it is, then, that the music in our 
Christian education program be given serious, prayer- 
ful and intelligent thought, both as to its choice, its 
manner of presentation, and its use! To look up a few 
hymns hastily just before school opens is not enough: 
the music for our worship and lesson material must be 
chosen thoughtfully and with insight and understand- 
ing. It must be presented skillfully by teachers with 
some knowledge of music and of the art of teaching 
music to children. It must be used wisely, correlated 
with the lesson material and integrated into the worship 
and life experiences of the child. 


CHOOSING THE RIGHT SONGS 

What music shall we teach our children? Music that 
will teach them the gospel message, of course; but what 
particular type of songs? 

In general, the better the quality of the words and 
music, the more effective and more lasting will be the 
teaching. Children have an innate love and understand- 
ing of the truly good and beautiful in music, which 
many adults have lost. We expect children to like a 
light, rhythmic, even jazzy chorus, and all too often 
present them with nothing else, thus doing them a grave 


The author is a public school teacher in Ontario and a well- 
known writer for Christian periodicals. 
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Better Music — 





This article will give you practical 
ideas and an underlying guide 


for the use of music in Sunday school. 


By E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


injustice. True, they sing these things with enjoyment, 
for children will sing with relish whatever we offer 
them. But there is a danger of so limiting our musical 
material that we miss the main force of the strength of 
this powerful teaching tool. Often we do not begin to 
sound the depths of what music can do for the soul of 
the child. 

Would I exclude choruses? By no means. Sometimes 
a well-written chorus, by virtue of its very brevity and 
simplicity, can point up a scriptural truth in a most 
powerful and compelling way. The chorus “Turn Your 
Eyes Upon Jesus” is a far more effective teaching me- 
dium when used alone than as the refrain of the hymn 
to which it belongs. Sometimes, too, a chorus, such as 
“I Am Feeding on the Living Bread,” or “I Know a 
Fount,” will correlate better with a specific Scripture 
lesson, because it speaks of one thing only. A single 
verse of Scripture well set in chorus form such as, 
“When We Were Sinners,” “Thou Wilt Keep Him in 
Perfect Peace,” or “The Son of Man Is Come,” can be 
a most telling teaching aid. 

When I was barely ten years old, I was converted at 
a series of children’s meetings in which Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress was well and graphically taught. To this day, four 
simple lines sum up for me the whole of life’s journey 
from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City—the 
lines of a chorus that was effectively used throughout 
the weeks of meetings: 


“The path is very narrow, but I'll follow, I will, 
Follow, I will; follow, I will; 

The path is very narrow, but I'll follow, I will, 
I will follow in the footsteps of my Lord.” 
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No, I should most certainly not exclude choruses from 
the Christian school. 

I do feel, however, that choruses in Christian educa- 
tion should form a relatively small proportion of the 
overall picture of the music taught. They should be 
carefully selected; of simple but attractive musical qual- 
ity; scriptural but not emotional and never sentimental 
in content; rhythmical where the words lend themselves 
to rhythmical treatment, but never jazzy. Action songs 
have definite value at certain age levels, but to try to 
infuse action into many or all choruses, and at every 
level, is to rob chorus singing of most of its usefulness. 
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Some 23 years of teaching music to public school 
children have taught me, however, that the greatest 
medium for teaching spiritual truths through music is 
the really good church hymn. And by that I do not 
mean what is customarily thought of as “children’s 
hymns.” While some true gems are to be found among 
such hymns, all too many of them have been written 
by well-meaning persons who have not understood the 
child mind, are utterly adult in concept, stilted in ex- 
pression, and are so far removed from the child’s ex- 
perience as to be quite useless to him. I have found 
that the great and deathless hymns of the Church uni- 


We have no more faith at any time than we have in the hour of trial. 








versal, the so-called adult hymns, if thoroughly and 
skilfully taught, can and do have real meaning for to- 
day’s children. 

What ‘hymns do I choose? They vary somewhat with 
the age-group, but possibly less so than one might think. 
My school class of third and fourth graders naturally 
enjoy such favorites as “Stories of Jesus,” “When He 
Cometh,” “Mothers of Salem,” etc., but each year they 
rapidly come to prefer, and to sing by heart the whole 
of a score of such hymns as “Praise My Soul the King 
of Heaven,” “O Worship the King,” “The Lord’s My 
Shepherd,” “Fairest Lord Jesus,” “This Joyful Easter- 
tide,” “Jesus Christ Is Risen Again,” “Hushed Was the 
Evening Hymn,” and “Holy, Holy, Holy.” Such hymns 
of praise, of adoration, of contemplation of the attri- 
butes of God and the Person and Work of Jesus Christ, 
are the most powerful musical teaching tool I know. 
Every church school should provide a rich background 
of music of this kind for all its children from about 
eight years of age and upwards. 


HOW TO TEACH HYMNS 

If hymns are to made meaningful to children as in- 
struments of instruction and worship, they must be well 
taught. It is not enough to have a rousing song service 
of popular choruses and then to flash a hymn on the 
screen and expect the children somehow to know it by 
instinct. They won’t. It is because good hymns have 
been so treated, if used at all, that Sunday school per- 
sonnel have concluded that hymns are just outmoded 
for children today, and have turned back to more and 
peppier choruses, to the everlasting detriment of the 
children in their care. Hymns, both words and music, 
must be taught, just as Scripture must be taught. 

Often the best person for this work is not the regular 
song leader, who may well be young and comparatively 
inexperienced, but an older, more mature teacher, 
someone who knows and loves both music and hymns 
and children. Such a person, possibly even the pastor, 
might take over the presentation of new hymns, while 
the regular song leader or superintendent would con- 
tinue to lead the singing of familiar material. Happiest 
of all, of course, is the school whose song leader him- 
self embodies the necessary qualifications. 

How do I teach such hymns? First I consider with 
the children the hymn as a whole, taking a rapid, ex- 
tensive view of its words, preferably from a screen. Us- 
ually the reason for learning a particular hymn at a 
given time becomes apparent in this all-over glance: 
it suits the lesson, it paraphrases the Psalm we have 
just read, it looks forward to Advent or Easter. 

After the extensive view, I teach the first verse 
thoroughly, considering its words in detail. Usually I 
do this by singing the verse for the children, then ques- 
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tioning and explaining a little, singing again, question- 
ing again, etc., until the school has heard the melody 
two or three times, and has a fair understanding of the 
words. I do this with or without a piano. In general, 
better results are obtained by singing the words, even 
if one has but a quite ordinary voice, than by asking 
the children just to listen while the piano plays the tune. 

Then we sing the verse together, at first from a 
screen, but even before the first lesson is over, partially 
or even entirely from memory. I regularly teach all 
hymns from memory, and my children quite naturally 
expect to memorize them too, and do so very rapidly. 
To me, there is little reason for teaching hymns if they 
are not committed to memory, there to become part 
and parcel of the child’s life and experience. Most adults 
have little idea how easily children memorize, and do 
not expect nearly enough of them in this regard; con- 
sequently their teaching is not nearly as effective as it 
might be. 

An extensive study of the whole hymn, an intensive 
study of one or at most two stanzas, and a first learning 
of the tune is enough for the first lesson: the remainder 
of the music that day should be familiar and: easily 
understood. Next lesson, we consolidate what we al- 
ready know, and study intensively the rest of the hymn, 
verse by verse. Possibly we sing last week’s lesson from 
memory, and take the new work from slides. 


STUDYING THE WORDS 

Great care should be taken that the children under- 
stand the meaning of the words they are singing. I have 
found quite intelligent children, nine and ten years old 
singing “When He Cometh” very beautifully, but when 
questioning them on the words, have discovered that 
they had not really any clear idea of what they were 
singing. Similarly, I have found youngsters thinking 
that the first line of the 23rd Psalm means, “The Lord 
is my Shepherd: I don’t want Him.” The wise teacher 
will anticipate such literal fallacies in the child mind, 
and teach the real meaning of the words when she first 
introduces them. The best way to find out what the 
child really thinks is to ask him to give you the meaning 
of a stanza in his own words. 

In teaching meaning, I usually paraphrase stanzas 
quite freely. Possibly the second verse of Christina 
Rossetti’s lovely Midwinter may seem difficult for eight 
year olds: 


“Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, 

Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign; 

In the bleak midwinter 
A stable-place sufficed 

God the Lord Almighty, 
Jesus Christ.” 


ETERNITY 








My little ones sing it each Christmas with love and 
understanding because they have learned to think of 
it thus: 

“God is so great that Heaven itself cannot really 
hold Him: He fills both Heaven and earth. In fact, the 
Bible tells us that when the time comes for Him to set 
up His Kingdom, and reign as King, He is going to 
make a new Heaven and a new earth—these ones are 
just not big enough to hold all His glory—they cannot 
sustain Him. But when He wanted to show us how 
much He loved us, and came down to earth to save us, 
He didn’t come showing us all His glory and power, for 
we would have been afraid of Him. He made Himself 
so small that a tiny manger in a stable was big enough 
for Him (sufficed Him); and the great God, the Lord 
Almighty, became the tiny Baby, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Much, much more than is generally recognized can 
be done to help children to understand the truths of 
which they sing; the teacher who uses insight and imag- 
ination in paraphrasing hymns will find herself richly 
regarded, and her children will grow in knowledge of 
the Lord. 


QUALITY OR QUANTITY 


What quality of performance should be expected in 
a church school? The best quality possible, for the most 
lasting spiritual benefits. All too often we allow, even 
urge, our children to sing the songs of Zion in a manner 
that they know full well is vastly inferior to that in 
which they sing their songs at school: shall we wonder, 
then, if they conclude that the songs of pilgrimage are 
of less importance, and come to prefer other songs? 

Most public school teachers are not accomplished 
musicians, but they do an effective job of classroom 
music teaching because they have learned a few simple 
basic techniques. These techniques are available to the 
chufch school teacher, too; and I feel that more time 
and thought should be devoted to acquiring them. 

In the first place, the Church school song leader 
should realize that he is primarily a teacher. He is not 
a cheer leader, not a “funny man.” His object is not to 
get the children to sing loudly enough to be heard in 
the next block, to pep them up with clapping or stamp- 
ing, to keep them entertained with bright remarks and 
rhythmic gymnastics. The damage that has been done 
to the cause of the Kingdom among children by well- 
meaning persons using such techniques must surely 
grieve the heart of the Savior; yet such methods are 
very prevalent. 

To teach the children a sense of reverence, a sense 
of worship, a sense of adoration, a desire to delight the 
heart of the listening Savior—these are the ideals for 
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which church school music exists.: The song leader 
should study and learn every possible means of bring- 
ing this about. Perhaps the first thing he must learn is 
that children not only respond to this approach if once 
it is presented to them, but definitely prefer it. 

Children respond to such requests as, Sing lightly; 
sing very clearly; sing sweetly; sing softly: such requests 
should become a normal part of church school singing. 
If loudness is desired, show how to accent certain beats, 
rather than singing loudly. Use a ruler to show just 
where and what degree of accent, speed, lightness, etc., 
you want. Children enjoy phrasing their words by 
breathing in certain places and not in others—show 
them how and where to do it. They delight to enunciate 
their words well if their teacher lets them know what is - 
wanted—ask them to sound final d’s and t’s, to hold 
this note for three beats and then put the final conso- 
nant on the fourth beat, etc. Let them know how many 
beats you wish at the end of this line and that. The use 
of such simple, logical techniques will revolutionize 
singing for the group who once tries it; yet these things 
are within the reach of any thinking, reasonably musi- 
cal person. 

I teach such details incidentally as I go along, right 
from the first introduction of a hymn. As we study the 
words, I casually point out a few endings which we 
shall take care to sing clearly; as we learn a line or two 
of tune, we realize that we must sustain this note, stress 
that one, or breathe in a certain place so that smooth- 
ness of singing and clearness of words will express more 
truly the meaning of our song. The children learn to ob- 
serve such small but important points, and take pleas- 

(Continued on page 38) 











We had been following a big truck for several miles up a 
narrow mountain road. It seemed that every time there was 
a place to pass, a car was coming in the opposite direction. 
Finally the moment seemed propitious. We were almost 
ahead of the truck when an oncoming car appeared. In- 
stantaneously the accelerator was pushed to the floor board 
and with the rush of reserved power the car almost leaped 
to safety. 

It is precisely this rush of reserve power that God has 
promised the Christian with every spiritual emergency. With 
every test there is a way of escape (I Cor. 10:13). The acci- 
dent (the spiritual defeat) takes place only when you are 
passing on a blind curve (out of the will of God). No defeat 
was ever caused by any lack in Him.—DGB 


Do you sink in your struggles when you could float in your faith? 33 











WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





REPORT FROM PITTSBURGH 


Denomination Formed by Merger 


Presbyterians Unite 


The 170th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and 
the 100th General Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church of North 
America merged the two denominations 
under the name of the United Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. The merger 
took place in Pittsburgh during the last 
days of May. 

The merger creates the fifth largest 
segment of American Protestantism 
(after the Methodists, Southern Baptists, 
National (Negro) Baptists and Lu- 
therans). 

Notable actions of the united Gen- 
eral Assembly: a strong statement point- 
ing out the necessity for carrying the 
gospel to Jews; a strong refusal to peti- 
tion the government to abolish fission 
tests; a strong statement backing up the 
American public school system (as op- 
posed to parochial systems). The As- 
sembly voted to borrow ten million dol- 
lars from one of the great insurance 
companies to relend to new congrega- 
tions that are rapidly being established 
in new housing areas. Also voted: a 
plan to double theological seminary 
capacity in the next half dozen years. 


Fosdick’s Successor 


Another indication of the swing to 
theological conservatism is seen in the 
Easter sermon preached in Riverside 
Church, New York, by Dr. Robert J. 
McCracken, successor to Harry Em- 
erson Fosdick. Dr. McCracken char- 
acterized the Resurrection of Christ 
as “the bedrock of Christian convic- 
tions” for the last 1900 years. 

“Without the Resurrection,” Dr. 
McCracken said, “there would have 
been no apostolic preaching, no 
church and no Bible. The conviction of 
the first disciples that Jesus had risen 
from the dead was what gave rise to 
Christianity.” Observing that it was 
“characteristic of the modern mind” 
to raise questions about matters upon 
which the Bible was clear and em- 
phatic, he described and denounced 
theories that do not accept the bodily 
resurrection. 

After outlining and rejecting the 
theories that attempt to explain the 
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resurrection on the basis of fabrica- 
tion designed to deceive the people, 
and hallucinations experienced by the 
early disciples, Dr. McCracken out- 
lined a third theory that described the 
Resurrection in a spiritual fashion 
rather than a physical resurrection. 
He rejected this concept because it 
claimed no more for Jesus than for 
any good man. 

“The fact remains,” he declared, 
“that what the Apostles preached and 
what brought the church and the Bi- 
ble into existence was that God raised 
Jesus from the grave into a life rich 
in its unity of spirit and body. But for 
the Resurrection the story of the life 
and teaching of Jesus might have been 
buried with Him in a_stone-sealed 
tomb.” (DGB). 


Moslems Gain in Africa 


An authority on African affairs, 
Major Louis Kraft, reported recently 
that for every ten converts in Africa 
today, seven are becoming Moslems 
and three Christians. In the past 30 
years Islam has advanced 1,000 miles 
down Africa, he said. 

According to Kraft, Islam provides 
Africans with a simple, easily under- 
standable rule of life which has not 
the “stigma” of European origin. It 
interfered less with the basic social 
structure of the Africans, particularly 
by countenancing polygamy. 

If important reforms were under- 
taken in predominately African com- 
munities to separate Christianity from 
purely Western human _ distortions, 
those who might be attracted to Chris- 
tainity might then cease to regard it 
as the exclusive product of the Chris- 
tian West, he added. 


Case Won, Election Lost 


The Communist government in the 
state of Kerala in India won a by- 
election by a margin of 53,038 to 
46,833 against a Congress Party can- 
didate who was also backed by the 
Socialists, the Moslem League and the 
Roman Catholic Church. In the last 
elections, the Communist candidate 
had polled only 44,000. The result 
was Called a vote of confidence in the 
administration in its dispute with 


Catholic, Protestants, and Moslems 
over control of the schools. 

Three days later, the Supreme Court 
of India declared that the Kerala Ed- 
ucation Bill, which gave rise to riots 
late last year, was unconstitutional. 
It held that the law violates consti- 
tutional provisions which provide that 
“all minorities, whether based on re- 
ligion or language, shall have the right 
to establish and administer educational 
institutions of their choice.” 

The court invalidated provisions 
which would have given the state the 
right to control the establishment of 
new schools, to take over management 
of existing schools “in certain circum- 
stances” and to bar tuition fees in 
private primary schools. 


Seminary Professors Dismissed 


Thirteen professors involved in a 
controversy with Dr. Duke K. McCall, 
president of Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary in Louisville, Ky., 
have been discharged by the board of 
trustees. This meant the loss of half 
of the entire theology faculty this 
year. 

The disagreement stemmed mainly 
from relationships between the admin- 
istration and faculty members. 


Appoint African Editors 


The African Literary Campaign 
moved ahead in its policy of african- 
izing its publications with the appoint- 
ment of Africans to edit its publica- 
tions. Newly launched publications in- 
clude Oyebi in the Lingala language, 
Sikama in the Kikonga language and 
Sankai in the Tshiluba languages. The 
new publications have a total circula- 
tion of 50,000 copies. 

The parent publication, Envol in 
French, was begun in 1954 by Trevor 
Shaw. 


African editors discuss new publications. 











Sunday School for Parents 


A Lutheran theologian has _sug- 
gested closing down Sunday schools 
for children and having Sunday 
schools for the parents instead. 

“We Protestants,” said the Rev. 
Fredric Norstad, “have substituted the 
Sunday school for the teaching job 
that the parents ought to be doing at 
home. 

“We ought to have a Sunday school 
for parents to teach them again this 
job that belongs to the home. For 
some reason our Jewish friends have 
been able to keep more of that teach- 
ing responsibility in the home.” 


Graham’s New Headquarters 


Billy Graham’s team has_ estab- 
lished permanent headquarters in 
Charlotte, a spokesman recently an- 
nounced. 

The announcement was made just 
as Mr. Graham concluded a seven- 
week crusade in San Francisco which 
drew a total attendance of 696,525 
with 25,575 persons making decisions 
for Christ. 

The crusade, which opened April 
27, originally was scheduled to run 
for six weeks, but was extended a 


week. 
In his 44 rallies at San Francisco, 
the Baptist minister drew 35,000 


fewer persons than he did for the 
same number of meetings in New 
York last year. However, “decisions 
for Christ” made in the Bay City 
were about 2,000 more than those in 
New York. 


Boarding in Heaven 


Average salary for Protestant min- 
isters today is $4,432 a year, about 
25 per cent more than it was five years 
ago. New England ministers were the 
lowest paid and ministers in the South- 
west the highest paid, according to 
the survey by the National Council 
of Churches. 

One major problem, according to 
the survey, is the lack of adequate re- 
imbursement for car expenses. Two 
thirds of the ministers reported that 
they were in debt. 

A preacher from Indiana com- 
mented, “Most people want the 
preacher to live on earth and board 
in heaven.” 


Valley Forge Wins 


After two years of debate, Valley 
Forge won out as the new headquar- 
ters for the American Baptist Conven- 
tion. The site was a compromise 
choice between New York: supporters 
and Chicago supporters, at the annual 
convention of the denomination. 
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People in the News 


Dr. Edward Simpson and his wife 
Dr. Frances Simpson will become 
dean and chairman of the Christian 
education department respectively, of 
the Buffalo Bible Institute. Simpson, 
who is president of the National Sun- 
day School Association, was formerly 
dean of Pillsbury College in Minne- 
sota . . . Mrs. Willard Aldrich, who 
wrote “Out of the Mixing Bowl,” for 
the Doorstep Evangel and Moody 
Monthly, died recently after an auto- 
mobile accident. She left her husband, 
president of Multnomah School of the 
Bible, and nine children . . . Paul 
Mickelson, formerly with Billy Gra- 
ham, has been appointed vice presi- 
dent and musical director of Word 
Records, Inc. . . . Mrs. Maurice B. 
Hodge of Portland, Ore., was elected 
president of the American Baptist 
Convention recently. . . . Dr. Charles 
J. Woodbridge, former professor of 
church history at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, has joined the staff of Word 
of Life, Inc. He will follow up Jack 
Wyrtzen’s youth crusades with a Bible- 
teaching ministry. 


Slain Worms Appeased 


When the vengeful spirits of seven 
million dead worms went to work on 
families of staff members of the So- 
ciety for the Protection of — Public 
Health in Nagoya, Japan, the society 
decided to appease the worms with 
special Buddhist requiem rites. 

“We are very sorry for you,” a 
Buddhist priest informed a represent- 
ative group of worms (twelve differ- 
ent species in a bottle), “But we must 
keep up our war of annihilation 
against you for the happiness of man- 
kind.” 

To appease the worms, the altar 
was piled high with a special menu 
deemed the worms’ favorite: apples, 
cabbage, spinach. 

Several of the staff members had 
reported deaths in their families which 
were regarded as attributable to the 
revenge of the estimated seven million 
worms killed through the society’s ef- 
forts in the past 25 years. 


-SDA’s in Good Health 


Seventh-day § Adventist leaders 
hailed preliminary findings of a med- 
ical research survey showing that, 
members of their denomination, who 
do not smoke or drink, suffer less can- 
cer and heart disease. 

They said it indicates that science 
is now finding reason to support the 
health education program which they 
have long conducted on the basis of 
their interpretation of the Christian 
scriptures. 

In New York Dr. Ernest L. Wynder 
of the Sloan-Kettering Institute for 
Cancer Research said preliminary re- 
sults of the survey being undertaken 
in cooperation with eight major hos- 
pitals maintained by the Seventh-day 
Adventists show that members of the 
sect suffer only one-tenth as much 
lung cancer and only three-fifths as. 
many heart attacks as does the gen- 
eral population. 

The only case of lung cancer found 
among Adventist patients occurred in 
a man who had smoked a pack of cig- 
arettes a day for 25 years before join- 
ing the sect. 


Paris Campaign 

An evangelistic campaign in Paris, 
France resulted in more than 600 de- 
cisions for Christ recently. The evan- 
gelist was Eugene Boyer. Of the de- 
cisions about 40 per cent involved non- 
Protestants. 

The total attendance for the two- 
week campaign was 30,000. Decisions 
are being followed up by the Navi- 
gators. 


Merger in the Wind 


Two small Presbyterian denomina- 
tions may unite in the near future. 
They are the 184-year-old Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in North Amer- 
ica and the Bible Presbyterian Synod, 
which has established it’s headquarters 
at St. Louis. 

Both groups have met in annual 
conventions recently and have okayed 
preliminary plans for merger. 


Army Gets New Chaplain Chief 


Chaplain Frank A. Tobey (Amer- 
ican Baptist) has been nominated by 
President Eisenhower to become the 
new chief of Army chaplains next 
fall. Tobey, a graduate of Gordon 
College and Seminary in Massachu- 
setts, would succeed Chaplain Patrick 
J. Ryan (Roman Catholic). 


The Right to Perform Good Works 


The National Association of Evan- 
gelicals, at its recent annual meeting, 
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called attention to an interpretation of 
the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act 
that may cause trouble for the 
churches. Under it, an Indiana Fed- 
eral court upheld an action that in- 
volved employees. of a printing plant 
owned by the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church. The law requires minimum 
wages of a dollar an hour, and “time 
and a half” payment for over 40 hours 
in any week. In Mitchell vs. Pilgrim 
Holiness Church Corporation, the 
court brushed aside the defendant’s 
contention that religious liberty 
includes the right to donate one’s 
services to the church. The Supreme 
Court neither sustained nor overruled 
the decision, but refused to consider 
it. The Court at Washington is free to 
accept or refuse any case. It often hes- 
itates to take up a new point of law 
until after conflicting decisions have 
been entered about it by two or more 
of its eleven subordinate circuit courts 


of appeal. 


Negligent Churches 


Religious and charitable organiza- 
tions are as liable as any other groups 
or individuals in negligence litigation, 
the New Jersey Supreme Court ruled 
recently. 

Reversing a century-old doctrine, 
the high tribunal rejected in three 5-2 
votes lower court decisions granting 
immunity from accident suits to St. 
Luke’s Roman Catholic church in Ho- 
hokus, the Newark Eye and Ear In- 
firmary and the Westfield YMCA and 
ordered new trials. 


The case against St. Luke’s church 
was filed by Mrs. Harriet F. Dalton 
of Ridgewood, who maintained that 
she had fallen and injured herself in 
the vestibule of the church because a 
mat had been removed. The church 
claimed, however, that it was immune 
from the suit because Mrs. Dalton was 
a beneficiary of its charitable activi- 
ties. 


New Station for Nicaragua 


By mid-October, the tower and 
first building for radio station YNOL 
“Ondas de Luz” will be ready to func- 
tion in Nicaragua. 

Directed by the Latin America 
Mission, the station is a project of 
evangelicals throughout this country. 
It will be the eighth evangelical station 
established in this hemisphere. 


A Spiritual Application? 


For seven long, dry years, the 15,- 
000 inhabitants of Westchester, IIl., 
suffered a water shortage. 

Now they have plenty. 

Someone discovered, at long last, 
that three water main valves were 
partly closed. A few simple turns— 
and the water shortage was over! 

Commented a clergyman: “Perhaps 
there’s a good lesson here. Maybe we 
have been asking God for ‘showers of 
blessings’ when all we needed to do 
was turn a few valves in our own 
lives!” 





Rebuilding 


Considerable space has been de- 
voted in books about Bible prophecy 
to the question of Babylon. Is the city 
to be reouilt or are the prophecies in 
the Scriptures symbolic? In my own 
work on the Book of Revelation I 
have taken the position that “Baby- 
lon” (confusion) is the word applied 
to the political, religious and eco- 
nomic world at the time of the final 
judgments upon this world. 

Recently, however, Time Magazine 
reported on the land between the Eu- 
phrates and Tigris Rivers as a place 
of fantastic development in our own 
day with a rebuilding of a Babylon in 
that land. Time writes: 


With Iraq’s government en- 
riched by oil revenues of more 
than $200,000,000 a year, the 
ancient city of Baghdad (pop. 
750,000) is planning a future 
almost as glittering as its past. 
The sunbaked Abode of Peace 


of Babylon 


by the Tigris has a new bridge, 
new Royal Palace and Parlia- 
ment buildings, a TV station and 
its first air-conditioned movie. It 
has started slum clearance and 
flood control, and its ancient 
irrigation system, in ruins since 
Hulagu the Mongol destroyed it 
in 1258, is being rebuilt. To 
top off the all-out effort to make 
the new Baghdad as great as the 
monumental city of 2,000,000 
that was the setting for the Ara- 
bian Nights, the city has sum- 
moned great architects from 
around the world. 


Following this there is a lengthy 
description of an opera and the gen- 
eral post office for which Frank Lloyd 
Wright has furnished the grandiose 
plans. This famed architect, speaking 
of the over-all plan for the whole city 
says, “Thus carried out Baghdad will 
become peerless among the cities of 
the world.” (DGB). 


ETERNITY 


Boy Scouts Rejected 


The Christian Reformed Church 
discouraged membership of _ their 
youths in the Boy Scouts of America 
because “it lacks Christian funda- 
mentals.” Instead it urged member 
churches to give greater support to 
the Calvinist Cadet Corps, a denom- 
inational youth movement. 


VBS Fruitful 


When the Evangelical Free Church 
of America analyzed conversions dur- 
ing the past year, it discovered that 
29 per cent were made during vaca- 
tion Bible school, 21 per cent during 
church services, 20 per cent by per- 
sonal contact, and 17 per cent during 
evangelistic crusades. 

Also it was stated that 50 per cent 
of these were made by children 12 
years old or less, 25 per cent by teen- 
agers and 25 per cent by adults. 


Dictionary Vs. Bible 


Southern Baptists at their recent 
convention in Houston adopted a re- 
port calling for “fellowship with peo- 
ple of every race and nationality.” 
Rev. A. C. Miller of Nashville said 
that “Our missionaries have pleaded 
thru the years to overcome the racial 
antipathy which hinders them in their 
work . . . Now their pleadings have 
turned to warnings . . . The gospel 
which cannot reconcile these differ- 
ences in its own land will not be heard 
by people of various races in other 
lands.” 

A Georgia delegate of Moultries, 
Ga., opposed approval, saying that 
“fellowship” and “integration” were 
synonymous, offering dictionary defin- 
itions of the two terms. Dr. Adiel 
Moncrief of St. Joseph, Mo., replied 
that “we are endeavoring to follow 
the Bible rather than the dictionary.” 


Estonian Lutherans Slump 


Under Soviet control, membership 
in the Lutheran Church of Estonia 
has dropped sharply. In the three 
largest Lutheran parishes in Tallinn, 
membership has slumped from 108,- 
000 to 6,600. Meanwhile, the Free 
Churches in Estonia, especially the 
‘Baptist and Methodist, have registered 
a large increase. 


Judaism’s Vatican 


The Vatican of Judaism, the Su- 
preme Religious Center named after 
King Solomon’s temple, was inaugu- 
rated in May in the presence of Israeli 
and foreign dignataries. The monu- 
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mental building in the heart of Jeru- 
salem overlooking the Old City will 
provide a roof for all the offices of 
the Chief Rabbinate, and will contain 
a synagogue with the Ark specially 
brought from the historic synagogue 
at Padua, Italy. 





BETTER MUSIC 
(Continued from page 33) 


ure in singing their hymns thought- 
fully and correctly. The time this 
takes is negligible; the results in in- 
terest, understanding and enjoyment 
have to be seen to be believed. 

Whenever possible, simple part 
work should be employed. Antipho- 
nal singing is the easiest type of part 
work, or question and answer, girl 
and boy singing. An interested class 
of teen-aged girls or boys about 9-11 
might make a project of learning a 
few simple descants to sing against 
the school’s melody—how the school 
will love it, and what a thrill it will 
be for the part singers! Seasonal 
hymns should be taught well in ad- 
vance of festival days, so they can 
be beautifully sung when the right 
day comes. In fact, I like to keep 
Christmas and Easter carols alive 
throughout the whole year. Children 
find nothing incongruous in this: it 
was their frequent out-of-season re- 
quests for such hymns that first made 
me realize that we should not limit 
them to a Sunday or two a year; for 
no hymns are more beloved, or have 
more truths to teach. 

Only a heart that has itself been 
touched by the beauty and majesty 
of good hymns can teach a child to 
come to God in worship through 
them. If you are a church school 
song leader or worker, get acquainted 
with your hymn book. Read and 
pray over the lovely lines that have 
blessed the Church of Jesus Christ 
for countless generations. Let your 
own heart be led into God’s presence 
along their shining pathways. Pour 
out your soul before Him in adora- 
tion and supplication in the words of 
hymns. Learn to sing them in your 
heart as you do a hundred routine 
tasks each day; learn to cushion your 
soul upon their truths as you meet 
the nameless shocks of daily living. 
Then learn to ‘pass this priceless her- 
itage on to the children you teach! 


TOGETHER FOR GOOD 
(Continued from page 17) 


Some day, however, if not in this 
life then in the life to come, we will 
realize that like children we were 
really grasping after bubbles in our 
pursuit of what we regarded as good. 
And we will see from the perspective 
of eternity that behind the apparent 
harshness and cruelty of God was 
the logic of an unsentimental love, a 
love that is not a mere flabby amia- 
bility, a love that is akin to the love 
of a wise human father who is will- 
ing to discipline his children for their 
good. Yes, when at last we bear per- 
fectly the likeness of Jesus, we will 
confess that the logic of divine love 
was infinitely above and beyond our 
human logic. To be like Jesus, we 
will understand eventually, is the 
only true and abiding good. 


THE RESTRICTIVE PHRASE 


Notice, finally, one other fact im- 
plicit in this text. Paul’s confident as- 
sertion is not so unqualified and in- 
clusive as at a first glance it may 
strike. us. It embraces only those 
“who love God” and are “the called 
according to his purpose.” Thus, be- 
fore any of us attempts to appropri- 
ate this shining guarantee, he must 
be utterly sure that he comes within 
the category Paul lays down. 

And how can we _ determine 
whether or not we are embraced 
within this blessed category? Very 
simply! Have we as yet in simplest 
trust accepted Jesus Christ as our 
Savior, acting upon the gracious in- 
vitation, “Whosoever will may 
come”? Have we as yet looked to 
Calvary and beheld there the con- 
vincing demonstration of divine 
love? If we have done this, then the 
promise applies to ourselves—but 
not otherwise! 

Perhaps you have been embittered 
by some of your experiences. Per- 
haps you have hardened yourself 
against Jesus Christ. Perhaps you 
have resolved to live in icy defiance, 
refusing to obey His pleading. I 
would beseech you to lift your eyes 
to Calvary, where on a bloody cross 
your Creator in agony and broken- 
heartedness perished for your sins 
and mine. 
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THE MIDDLE EAST 


What’s Going On Over There 


MULTITUDES 


IN THE VALLEY; 


CHURCH AND CRISIS IN THE MID- 
DLE EAST. Denis Baly. Seabury. 307 


pp. $5. 


ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST. Harry 
B. Ellis. Ronald. 260 pp. $4. 


Reviewed by Charles Miller 


Since many Christians still rely on 
the Bible for their information about 
the Middle East, these two recent 
books, both fascinating and provoca- 
tive, will fill im some of the gap of the 
past 1900 years. The one by Harry 
Ellis is a painfully fair account of 
modern Israel. The other, by an An- 
glican teacher long resident in Jeru- 
salem, is unique of its kind—it is an 
attempt at a Christian approach to the 
Middle East situation. 

Denis Baly’s book, although one of 
the most knowledgeable on the area, 
may be disconcerting to some readers. 
He insists that the Christian must 
view the Middle East primarily from 
two vantage points: the command to 
evangelize the world and the com- 
mand to live godly lives, transparently 
and actively humble, truthful, and just. 
The prophetic implications, which in 
certain circles almost obliterate the 
first two, he leaves confidently in the 
hands of God. Hence, rather than ap- 
plauding or condemning the rise of 
Israel, he concludes that “one of the 
most sombre thoughts which the West- 
ern churches must face is how much 
God is going to require at their 
hands.” 

The largest section of the book is 
an able attempt to recreate the think- 
ing not only of the Zionists and Arabs 
but also of the native and foreign 
Christians. It is written from the soul 
of a man who knows all four groups 
intimately. Even his historical com- 
ments are colored by this intimacy. He 
knows and says the favorable . . . but 
also the unfavorable when it is rele- 
vant to a healthy understanding. Hence, 
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the Zionists are described as being gen- 
erally. militantly secular, ruthless, and 
socialist; the Moslems are character- 
istically prescientific, feudal, and fra- 
tricidal; the Christians are schismatic, 
sterile, and voiceless; the Western 
Powers are provincial, selfish, and 
materialistic. The cause of Christ he 
finds neglected. He refuses to reduce 
the problems to comic book simplicity. 
For him they are conflicts between 
shades of grey and not between right 
and wrong. “Whatever we do will be 
unjust to somebody”; “in a human sense 
the situation is now beyond hope.” 

The most provocative and contro- 
versial parts ‘of the book are those 
which are concerned with the forma- 
tion of a tentative Christian philoso- 
phy of history and the application of 
these principles to the Middle East. 
Gently he separates from Christianity 
those accretions which are the prod- 
ucts of liberal democracy and capital- 
ism rather than of Christ. In fact, 
among the rivals to Christianity in the 
Middle East he includes two which 
are part and parcel of Western society 
and the products of the mission 
schools—scientific humanism and na- 
tionalism, in which he includes Zion- 
ism. The other rivals are Islam and 
Communism. Justice for the author 
becomes more important than self- 
government and righteousness than 
prosperity. 

The alternatives Baly implies are 
certainly shocking to an American 
who has never ventured from the 
safety of his home land, but for a man 
who has lived most of his life in the 
grinding poverty and shifting loyalties 












Two books look cautiously at the Middle East. 


of Jerusalem, they have a ring of spir- 
itual sincerity. The mantle of truth, 
repentance, and humility is hard to 
wear. 

The second book by Harry Ellis 
lacks both the comprehension and the 
Christian perspective of the first. It 
was never intended to have them. Its 
purpose is narrower but its value is 
great. 

Ellis, formerly a foreign correspond- 
ent in Lebanon of the able Chris- 
tian Science Monitor newspaper and 
traveler in the Arab countries and in 
Israel, is now assistant foreign news 
editor of the Monitor. He knows the 
area well. In this book he recounts 
precisely the good and the bad in the 
story of the dramatic rise of Israel 
and tells what he saw there during a 
recent visit. The Israeli ambassador to 
the United States, Abba Eban, con- 
sidered the book “painstaking and hon- 
est.” This it most certainly is—but it 
is more. For most Christian readers 
it will be disillusioning because it 
shows Israel not as a center of selfless 
idealism nor of righteous faith but as 
the most socialist country apart from 
Russia, the least religious and least 
Christian country in the Middle East, 
and a potential economic catastrophe. 
The impressive developments are dis- 
cussed as well—the brilliant leader- 
ship, the technical revolution, and the 
creation of a nation. Much of what 
Ellis says never has appeared in a 
typical daily newspaper nor even in 
religious publications colored by wish- 
ful thinking. 

Several years ago, Ellis wrote an- 
other book discussing the other side 
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of the Middle East problem, The Her- 
itage of the Desert; the Arabs and 
the Middle East. Although somewhat 
less mature than this more recent book, 
it shares with it both honesty and 
efficiency. 

Obviously neither book is without 
minor errors in fact and interpreta- 
tion, but these are of accident and not 
of intent. None mar the books. Neither 
is written from the theological per- 
spective of the editors of ETERNITY. 
Several of the asides in Baly, for ex- 
ample, are totally unacceptable to this 
reviewer, but he still considers this 
the most valuable book he knows on 
the Middle East from a Christian per- 
spective. The neutralism of Ellis on 
moral as well as religious issues rather 
than a sectarian bias is perhaps his 
greatest weakness. 


The reviewer is professor of history at 
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. Augus- 
tana. 167 pp. $3. 


Reviewed by Richard Allen Bodey 


One of the fruits of the renewed 
interest in the theology of the Re- 
formation is.a serious coming to grips 
with the problem of the Church’s 
unity, a problem to which Protestant- 
ism long ¢tlosed its eyes. It is also, 
of course, the matrix of current ecu- 
menical debate. 

The unity of the Church is usually 
approached from one of two pre- 
suppositions: (1) it is spiritual and 
invisible; (2) it is organizational and 
external. To many, these presuppo- 
sitions are antithetical. Conservative 
evangelicals who look askance at the 
ecumenical movement subscribe to 
the former, while the majority of ecu- 
menicist’ adhere to the latter. 

It is to the credit of the contributors 


to this present study, all of whom are 
recognized leaders of the Lutheran 
World Federation, that they perceive 
the fallacy of this antithesis. Taking 
a synthetical approach, they affirm 
the Church’s unity to be essentially 
spiritual and, therefore, a _ present 
reality. But they insist that this spir- 
itual reality must receive historical 
expression. How? 

They answer: In ecclesiastical and 
sacramental fellowship. The several 
writers carefully explore the many im- 
plications of their thesis from the 
standpoint of Lutheran theology and 
liturgical tradition. The volume is 
sober and illuminating (especially in 
interpreting Lutheran peculiarities) but 
exceedingly scholarly and ponderous. 
To begin to understand it, one needs a 
solid theological background. 


The reviewer is pastor of the Third Pres- 
byterian Church, North Tonawanda, 'N. Y. 





FINNEY TO SUNDAY 


A Cold Look 


THEY GATHERED AT THE RIVER. Ber- 
nard A. Weisberger. Little; Brown. 
345 pp. $5. 


Reviewed by V. Raymond Edman 


Revivalism can be studied from a 
secular or a spiritual viewpoint, or 
both. Weisberger’s interpretation and 
explanation is almost wholly secular. 


He states candidly: “. . . this is a book 
about religion, and not a religious 
book . . . I have tried to interpret re- 


vivals in purely secular terms.” This 
limitation leaves the inquisitive reader 
vaguely unsatisfied. 

Evangelists are human beings, to be 
sure. Their methods of evangelism re- 
flect their background, training (or 
lack thereof), and personality. But 
such is not the whole story. True re- 
vivalists are truly men of God, might- 
ily endued by the Spirit of God to 
win men and women to the Savior. A 
purely. secular explanation of revival- 
ism is as incomplete and unsatisfac- 
tory as one that is wholly spiritual, 
thus ignoring human factors. 

Weisberger is at his best in present- 
ing Dwight L. Moody; and at his poor- 
est in attempting to analyze and ex- 
plain Charles G. Finney. In dealing 
with Finney he is clearly beyond his 
depth. 

One cannot understand Finney un- 
less he has comprehension of the im- 
mediacy of the Almighty. in the life 
of an individual, an awareness of the 
constraining compassion of Christ and 
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the dynamic of the Holy Spirit. In his 
zeal to point sinners to the Savior, 
Finney was forceful, urgent, ener- 
getic, tireless. Inwardly Finney was a 
brokenhearted man burdened for the 
salvation of the lost. The author mis- 
calculates Finney when he says: “He 
could paint the love of Christ in melt- 
ing colors, yet he was arrogantly 
happy to see ‘sinners’ humbled and 
broken down. Plainly, he enjoyed it 
when the frock-coated dandy or the 
well-dressed village belle knelt before 
him, disheveled and shaken by sobs 
wrung from hearts which he had filled 
with terror.” 

Was Finney’s conversion something 
imaginary and exaggerated so that “it 
suited both his doctrine and his con- 
ceit to make it appear a wholly unex- 
pected miracle’? Were the principal 
factors in his effective evangelism his 
“compelling” personality, his appear- 
ance, his eyes with “uncanny hypnotic 
power,” his voice “used by Finney to 
provide the theatrical quality in reli- 
gion”? 

Weisberger presents much material 
on the controversies created by Fin- 
ney’s ministry, but very little about 
the multitudes who were converted to 
Christ. There is emphasis on excesses 
of emotion and exuberance, but very 
little on the exhibition of God’s power 
in human lives’ and the lasting influ- 
ences in the uplift of spiritual life in 
America. He is more occupied with 
Finney’s concerns about plumed hats 
and ruffied shirts than about the evan- 


gelist’s overwhelming prayer burden 
and the regeneration of the lost. 

But a half page is devoted to the re- 
vival of 1857-58. Such minor attention 
to such a large occurrence can be ex- 
plained by lack of a leading figure in 
the revival of that day. 

Weisberger is on more solid ground 
in his treatment of Moody. Appar- 


ently, he appreciates more _ the 
shoe-salesman-turned-soul-winner, and 
understands him better than Mc- 


Gready and others on the Kentucky 
frontier, Finney, Lyman Beecher, and 
Asahel Nettleton. Moody is presented 
vigorously, effectively, and quite sat- 
isfactorily. The story of his conver- 
sion and of his tireless service is well 
told. There is brief mention of the 
spiritual crisis which transformed 
Moody’s ministry, as though that were 
not understood. 

Perhaps Billy Sunday is still too 
close to us historically for an _histo- 
rian to have proper perspective of the 
man and his ministry. Billy Sunday 
was undoubtedly himself, with no 
effort to imitate anyone else. Was his 
preaching largely “clowning” and 
“vaudeville,” or was he presenting. the 
burden of his heart in his own way? 
This volume is interesting and inform- 
ative, and of necessity quite sketchy. 
It evidences wide research and careful 
thought. The source materials are 
ample and carefully annotated. As one 
concludes his reading of the account, 
he continues with the question: Is the 
human explanation of revivalism ad- 
equate, or is there something or Some- 
one else to be included in the complete 
story? 


The reviewer is president of Wheaton 
College and author of “Finney Lives On.” 
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‘CONTROL OF THE MIND 


MR and the Devil 


THE HIDDEN PERSUADERS. Vance 
Packard. McKay. 75 pp. $4. 


Reviewed by Paul Locke 


Packard’s report on advertising’s 
new brain child, “Motivational Re- 
search,” reminds you somewhat .of the 
story of the good doctor’s first 
thoughts as his monster Frankenstein 
came to life. 

He paints a startling picture of the 
“psychologists and social scientists 
who no longer confine themselves to 
classifying manic depressives or fitting 
round pegs into square holes”: now 
they are motivation analysts or “depth 
boys” probing into the basic reasons 
why we buy, believe, or vote the way 
we do. No detail is overlooked and 
nothing is sacred in the campaign to 
channel us in a predetermined path 
of buying, believing or voting. 

Packard is very fair in giving us 
the pros and cons of motivational re- 
search. On the pro side he tells us of 
the campaign that brought the lowly 
prune from oblivion and made it a 
wonder fruit. Everything from soup 
to nuts takes its place on the “resident 
head-shrinker’s” couch. Packard’s de- 
scription of the resulting campaigns 
is interesting reading. Some of the 
campaigns make good sense and tell 
us things about ourselves we know but 
won’t admit. Other “techniques are 
not precise” and most of us will 
agree. 

As you read the fantastic narrative 
of MR you have the feeling that the 


old “Blindets” of the horse and buggy 
days are now back, but on us instead 
of the horse. One of the big jobs of 
MR in this respect came after the 
cancer scare of the early fifties when 
the man who smoked suddenly saw 
each cigarette as a coffin nail. MR 
came to the front and offered him 
“sheer, dreamy happiness” and sales 
again soared upward. MR seeks to 
remove the last shred of “guilt com- 
plex” and send us merrily on our 
way. 

The monster side of MR really 
comes to life in the chapter on the 
“Packaged Soul” and its description 
of biocontrol—the ultimate achieve- 
ment of the control of man himself. 
Packard points out that the MR of 
today could lead to “controlled sub- 
jects who would never be permitted 
to think as individuals.” 

Packard senses the dangers of MR 
in his last paragraph when he says, 
“The most serious offense many of 
the depth manipulators commit, it 
seems to me, is that they try to invade 
the privacy of our minds.” Most Chris- 
tians will agree with him, but will 
also see an even more serious threat 
in the tremendous battle the devil is 
waging for control of the mind. This 
book should warn us all that there 
are “Hidden Persuaders” using subtle 
influence to try to divert our minds 
from Christ. 


The reviewer is head of Paul Locke Ad- 
vertising, Inc., Tulsa, Okla. 





BRAUDE’S SECOND ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF STORIES, QUOTATIONS, AND 
ANECDOTES. Jacob M. Braude. 
Prentice-Hall. 468 pp. $4.95. 


Reviewed by Donald Grey Barnhouse 


More than 400 pages of numbered 
anecdotes (2842 of them) with 64 
pages of index. This book contains 
hundreds and hundreds of wise cracks 
with a smaller number of good quo- 
tations interspersed. It is exasperating 
in that it does not quote sources of 
good things. It is not enough to say 
that a paragraph is by a given man 
unless his work is referred to. 

In cursory examination of the book 
I discovered that #1708, attributed to 
Dante is not by Dante, and that 1498 
attributed to one work of an author 
is really from another work by the 
same author. Typical quote: “Depres- 
sion: a period during which we have 
to get along without the things our 
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grandparents never dreamed about.” 
If you can take two thousand like 
this, this is your book. 


JESUS OF NAZARETH. Joy Harington. 
Doubleday. 192 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Kenneth O.- Bouton 


The book is an account of the life 
of Jesus, taken from the Bible plus 
the imagination of the author. There 
are 57 illustrations of events in the 
life of Christ. These are photographs 
made in Palestine with an actor rep- 
resenting the Lord and the other 
characters selected from people in the 
land. 

There are significant omissions of 
Bible data on the life of Jesus and 
some additions which alter the Bible 
account. Nothing is said of the birth 
or early years of Jesus’ life. The 
story opens with Jesus at the age of 
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twelve. Judas is made to say as he 
flings himself upon the cross to which 
Jesus is to be affixed, “You shall not 
crucify my lord.” 

The book makes interesting reading 
but does not fully satisfy one who is 
familiar with the Bible accounts. 


The reviewer is pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Elmhurst, Ill. 


CHRIST AND YOUR JOB. Alfred P. 
Klausler. Concordia. 143 pp. 


Reviewed by Howard W. Oursler 


The author declares this to be “a 
study of the meaning of the Christian 
vocation insofar as our daily lives as 
Christians are concerned.” His use of 
the word vocation is in the larger 
sense of God’s action in calling us 
into union with Himself. This larger 
“vocation” the author relates to the 
daily occupation of the individual, but 
maintains the higher concept through- 
out this treatise. 

There is an excellent chapter on 
determining one’s life work, and sev- 
eral on living as a Christian at one’s 
job. The relationship of worship to the 
daily task, the principle of steward- 
ship, and the matter of tolerance for 
people of other races—all are dealt 
with in these pages. 

Although addressed primarily to 
Lutherans, others also will find much 
that is helpful in this book. 


The reviewer is pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church of the Covenant, Bala- 
Cynwyd, Pa. 


THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION AND 
THE UNITY WE SEEK. Albert C. 
Outler. Oxford. 165 pp. $3.25. 


Reviewed by Paul P. Petticord 


Dr. Albert C. Outler has written a 
well timed and most informative apol- 
ogetic, packed full of honest recogni- 
tion of the problem that faces the ec- 
umenical movement today. 

Dr. Outler frankly recognizes the 
critical crossroads in the ecumenical 
movement concerning the conflict over 
the proper basis for a continuing 
growth and merger of the sentiment 
and feelings of those concerned. He 
feels that the movement will falter 
rather severely unless the products of 
the seminaries and the laymen from 
the universities get an enlarged vision 
of the problem. 

Dealing with what he terms “the un- 
happy divisions,” he assumes that 
strong leaders have brought the move- 
ment thus far and now it will take a 
grass roots movement to continue it. 
He sets forth this theory of “the com- 
munity” and suggests that doctrinal un- 
ity cannot come until there is a com- 
munity unity. He recognizes that Cath- 


olics and traditional Protestants are 
fearful of losing their distinctives and 
that until a community of Christians 
can be established traditional points of 
view will be maintained. 

Unquestionably, he wants the groups 
to give up their point of view so that 
finally there will be some basic the- 
ology upon which all can agree. He 
voices the idea that all theology is sav- 
ing grace and that each tradition is a 
saving grace and thus he makes no 
distinction between the liberal or the 
conservative and the natural conclu- 
sion is that all are in the family of 
God. He states three important factors 
to be recognized in developing the 
ideal of the ecumenical movement: (1) 
“the Christ event” (2) “the Christian 
Community” (3) “Christian Doctrine.” 

In this idealism Dr. Outler does not 
tell us how the Christian Community 
can be created nor does he describe to 
us the significance of the “Christ 
event” or how it is related to the lives of 
people today. 


The reviewer is president of Western 
Evangelical Seminary, Portland, Ore. 


WILSON’S DICTIONARY OF BIBLE 
TYPES. Walter L. Wilson. Eerdmans. 
519 pp. $6.95. 


Reviewed by Ted L. Bradley 


In his introduction to this helpful 
volume, the author, who is known to 
many through his pulpit ministry and 
his 20 or more other books, expresses 
his conviction that “a proper under- 
standing of the meanings of types in 
the Bible will add greatly to the under- 
standing of the text and will greatly 
increase the ability and resourceful- 
ness of the soul winner.” He then 
proceeds with commendable caution 
in the presentation of more than 1,000 
persons, things, events, and words in 
the Scriptures which may be under- 
stood to convey spiritual truth, inter- 
preting each in its context and sug- 
gesting its message for us today. 

Arranged in alphabetical order, each 
term is examined in its important or 
representative occurrences, and each 
occurrence is designated as clearly 2 
type, probably a type, or only possibly 
a type. 

As one would expect of Dr. Wilson, 
the explanations reveal depth of spir- 
itual insight, are presented in simple 
language, and are packed with devo- 
tional truths which delight and bless 
the thirsty soul. Even those who are 
cautious in their approach to the 
typology of Scripture will find their 
hearts warmed as they meditate on 
the truths suggested in these pages. 


The reviewer is vice president of Student 
Affairs, Multnomah School of the Bible, 
Portland, Ore. 
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_ ESCHATOLOGICAL GOLD MINE 


Digging into the Future 


THINGS TO COME. J. Dwight Pente- 
cost. Dunham. 633 pp. $7.95. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


For a long time we have needed a 
definitive work setting forth the pre- 
tribulation, premillennial view. Dr. 
Pentecost of Dallas Theological Sem- 
inary does this. He does not write as a 
crusader for a point of view, but as a 
careful scholar, setting forth the var- 
ious views of our Lord’s return and 
defending what seems to be the bib- 
lical view. 

With careful and painstaking dili- 
gence Pentecost has given to the Chris- 
tian public a veritable encyclopedia 
on Bible prophecy. By quoting choice 
passages from authors whose books 
are no longer in print, Pentecost has 
given us not only a handbook of 
prophecy but the cream of the best 
books on the subject. 

Things To Come begins with a dis- 
cussion of biblical interpretation, con- 
cluding that one cannot separate his 
view of the Second Coming from his 
view of biblical interpretation. 

In the next section, Pentecost takes 
up the problem of the biblical cove- 
nants and the problem of covenant the- 
ology. The devotees of covenant the- 
ology may criticize Dr. Pentecost for 
writing them off so readily. Certainly, 
he would have strengthened his posi- 
tion had he faced some of the argu- 
ments of the covenant theologians and 
refuted them. 

Section three deals with the proph- 
ecies of the present age, taking into 
consideration the course, the character, 
and the purpose of this present age. 
A very interesting chapter discusses 
the events which will occur to the 
Church after the rapture and another 
chapter deals with the work of the 
Holy Spirit, the position of Israel and 
the Gentile nations in the Great Trib- 
ulation. There is a fine presentation of 
Armageddon and then a presentation 
of the various judgments which close 
the period of the Great Tribulation. 
Several problems concerning the Mil- 
lennial period are discussed, especially 
those concerning the relation between 
the living and the resurrected: saints 
of that period. 

One of the important sections of 
the work deals with a comparative 
study of the different views concern- 
ing the Lord’s return. At a glance the 
reader can trace the premise upon 
which each theory is built, and dis- 
cern the differences and similarities 
of each system of thought. 

Pentecost, in Things To Come, 
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clears up a number of matters for us. 
He shows that the Kingdom of Heaven 
and the Kingdom of God are used in- 
terchangeably, that whatever differ- 
ence there is is to be determined by the 
context and not by the terms them- 
selves. He does not insist in making a 
sharp distinction between the Day of 
the Lord and the Day of Christ. He 
shows that both terms deal with the 
same area of truth—the judgment of 
God—pointing out that the Day of 
Christ is used in connection with the 
Church, the saints being delivered 
from coming tribulation and wrath. 
The problem of the first and second 
resurrections is clearly set forth. 

Every student of the Bible should 
possess Things To Come. To those 
who do not share the premillennial 
view they will have in this volume an 
intelligent presentation of it; to those 
who do, they will have a defense of 
it; for both, there will be a gold mine 
from which many sermons on eschatol- 
ogy may be dug. 


THE MESSAGE OF THE SCROLLS. 
Yigael Yadin. Simon and Schuster. 
192 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by William S. LaSor 


In the unending flood of books on 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, some are of lit- 
tle value, a few are outstanding, and 
many are in between. I would place 
General Yadin’s book in the upper 
level of the class that falls short of 
greatness; yet I would heartily recom- 
mend it for its moderating viewpoint 
and the original contributions it makes. 

Professor Sukenik, perhaps the first 
man to recognize the value of the 
Scrolls, was Yadin’s father; hence 
Yadin has access to the intimate de- 
tails of what happened in late 1947. 
Most accounts of the Scrolls begin 
in early 1948. Part I, therfore, is of 
primary importance in assembling the 
details of discovery. Part II retells the 
story of excavations and discoveries 
in the Qumran and surrounding re- 
gions. 

In Parts III and IV, Yadin de- 
scribes and discusses the major finds, 
and gives translations of significant 
portions. One might wish that the 
author would give us complete English 
translations, so well has he done his 
work. It is in Chapters 15 and 16 
(concerning the “War Scroll” and the 
Genesis Apocryphon, respectively) 
that Yadin makes his best contribu- 
tions. Himself a military man, he has 
worked over the details in the War 


Scroll carefully, and has thrown valu- 


able light on many points. As the one 
who has been largely responsible for 
editing the Genesis Apocryphon (for- : 
merly incorrectly . identified as the 
“Lamech Scroll”), he. is in a position. 
to give us the first details of this work. 
Valuable portions have been quoted at 
length. 

On the date and identification of the 
Qumran Sect, Yadin is cautious. He 
inclines to the Essene identification, 
but claims to leave the decision up to 
the reader. At this point, I feel that he 
has not sufficiently pointed out the 
dissimilarities. While this does not 
bind the reader to the author’s con- 
clusions, it does strongly and indi- 
rectly influence him. 

The brief discussion of the relation 
of Christianity to the Qumran sect 
contributes little to this important - 
question. 


The reviewer is professor of Old Testa- 
ment at Fuller Theological Seminary and 
author of “The Amazing Dead Sea Scrolls 
and the Christian Faith.” 


PAUL AND JESUS. Herman Ridderbos. 
Presbyterian and Reformed. 155 
pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Everett F. Harrison 


Some people do not realize the 
cruciality of Paul for the whole subject 
of Christian origins. If they would 
read this book, they would see the issue 
clearly. Does Paul rightly interpret 
Jesus or does he appreciably modify 
the picture because of his lack of im- 
mediate contact with Jesus and be- 
cause of the influence upon him of re- 
ligious notions current in his time? 

The positions of older scholars like 
Bousset and Reitzenstein are reviewed 
and criticized. Then the whole dis- 


cussion is brought up-to-date by a 


critique of the views of Bultmann, the 
German scholar who has generated so 
much discussion in European and 
American theological circles. 

Though somewhat hard to read, this 
book is really first class. It ought to be 
read and reread until its contents are 
mastered. 


The reviewer is professor of New Testa- 
ment at Fuller Theological Seminary. 





ETERNITY Magazine. 

If you would like the names of Chris- 
tian bookstores, please write and we'll 
be glad to supply you with a list. 

Cooperating with the ministry of your 
local Christian bookseller, we have dis- 
continued the ETERNITY Book Service.— 
The Editors. 
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WHAT IS GOD? 
(Continued from page 26) 


Daddy said, “Let us ask God to 
tell us the answer.” So he prayed, 
“Dear Heavenly Father, here is a 
little child who wants to know who 
You are. We pray to You, and ask 
You that in some way that You 
alone know, You will reveal Your- 
self to my little girl.” 

Now, unless you are converted 
and become as a little child you can 
never know the living God. And 
when you say, “Oh, God, I am but 
a little child, reveal Thyself to me,” 
suddenly He breaks through, and 
He becomes God our exceeding joy! 
When we know Him thus, nothing 
else matters. God is our exceeding 
joy and we know Him as a Person. 

Moreover, the New Testament 
tells us that our God is in Jesus 
Christ, for Romans 5:11 says, “We 
rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We exult, we rejoice 
in God.” To all the universe we de- 
light in saying that our God has 
come, that He loved us and proved 
His love by dying for us. 

But it is not enough to say, “God 
is exceeding joy.” We must say, 
“God is my exceeding joy. I must go 
past the holy hill, past the tabernacle, 
past the altar to God Himself, in an 
utter and absolute commitment of 
myself to Him. Read again the words 
of Psalm 43:4, “I will go to the altar 
of God, to God my exceeding joy!” 

Have you really committed your- 
self to Him? Is God your exceeding 
joy, or is there a desert in your heart? 
Do you merely go with the throng to 
a religious festival, or is your joy in 
Him? 

What is the conclusion to all this? 
The conclusion is that “God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him” (I 
John 4:16). And when we know 
God as love and as our dear Heav- 
enly Father who has revealed Him- 
self to us, we shall not be satisfied 
with the tawdry procession. We shall 
not be satisfied with the little things 
by the way, the shouts of joy and all 
that. We shall not be satisfied with 
the outward form of religion, we 
shall thirst for the reality of Christ 
in us, the hope of glory. 


ETERNITY 


FRENCH REPUBLIC 
(Continued from page 9) 


New York Times said editorially 
that Franco did not have a chance 
because the Loyalists in Spain con- 
trolled the railroads, the mines, the 
factories, the ports, and the banks, 
I wrote in these pages that Franco 
or someone with his policies would 
come to power in Spain. At the 
same time that Walter Lippmann 
and most other columnists prac- 
tically gave Italy to the Commu- 
nists, I wrote that they would be 
defeated and that a Rightist govern- 
ment would be maintained in that 
land. 

Even before Tito broke with Rus- 
sia I said that his territory was 
within the bounds of the old Roman 
Empire and that it would be with the 
West at the time of the end. The 
same is true for Albania. The same 
is true for Egypt. The same is true 
for France. The same is true for Al- 
geria. 

I do not know how immediate 
events will move. I know the ulti- 
mate outline of events and that the 
stream of history will run down hill 
to its sea. Though I do not know all 
of the channels and the backwashes 
by which history will move, I do 
know the Lord who dug the channels 
and ordered the nature of the ter- 
rain so that all things move in ac- 
cordance with His eternal plan and 
purpose. 

There is no power but of God; the 
powers that be are ordained of God 
(Rom. 13:1). This is true of com- 
munist power and socialist power, 
of nationalist power and of colonial 
power. This is true of republican 
power and democratic power. “Once 
God has spoken; twice have I heard 
this: that power belongs to God” 
(Ps. 62:11). “All power is given 
unto Me,” said our Lord (Matt. 28: 
18). And this power will remain un- 
shaken even though, from our feeble 
vantage point, all things seem to fall 
apart. “So be sure you do not refuse 
to hear the voice of God! For if they 
who refused to hear those who spoke 
to them on earth did not escape, how 
little chance of escape is there for us 
if we refuse to hear the One Who 
speaks from Heaven. Then His voice 
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shook the earth, but now He prom- | 


ises: 

Yet once more will I make to 
tremble 

Not the earth only, but also the 
heaven.” 


“This means that in this final ‘shak- 
ing,’ all that is impermanent will be 
removed, that is, everything that is 
merely ‘made,’ and only the unshak- 
able things will remain. Since then 
we have been given a kingdom that 
is ‘unshakable,’ let us serve God with 
thankfulness in the ways which 
please Him, but always with rever- 
ence and holy fear. For it is perfectly 
true that our God is a burning fire” 
(Heb. 12:25-29). 





GOD AND FAITH 
(Continued from page 20) 


Or to put it another way, “God is 
love” is an idea, for which the proper 
response is intellectual assent. While 
this statement is wonderfully true, 
the Gospel goes farther with the 
statement, “Gad so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son” (John 
3:16). “God so loved” is an event, 
to which the required response is 
also given by John, “That whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” This charac- 
teristic New Testament expression 
“believe in” goes far beyond mental 
assent. It involves a repentance and 
faith in which we must. surrender 
absolutely to the Lord Jesus Christ 
to begin a life of daily fellowship 
with God. It is a life characterized 
by love and obedience. 

This is the biblical view of reve- 
lation and faith. The Gospel has 
been described as “the proclamation 
of an event, and an invitation to en- 
counter.” The result is a vital rela- 
tionship with God in Christ, a life 
of obedient discipleship under the 
authority of God mediated through 
the Scripture. As we glimpse this 
purpose of God for us we join with 
Paul in confessing, “Oh the depth 
of the riches and wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God!! How unsearchable are 
his judgments and how inscrutable 
his ways” (Romans 11:33). 
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HOW TO STUDY 
(Continued from page 14) 


Special attention should be given 
to any word or phrase, or idea which 
persistently recurs in Scripture 
Notice, for instance, the repeated use 
by Mark of the word “straightway,” 
or Paul’s repeated “in Christ” in 
Ephesians, or the psalmist’s “Selah.” 

Noticing such repetition will enable 
you not so much to understand a 
truth as to see the emphasis laid on 
it in Scripture. You will thus learn to 
stress the truths the Bible stresses, to 
feel and reflect the Bible’s own em- 
phasis, and thus be more “biblical.” 

All Scripture is for us, but not all 
Scripture was written to us. We can, 
and should, derive benefit from every 
portion, though recognizing that cor- 
rect distinctions must be made within 
Scripture. 

God’s revelation has been given 
progressively (Hebrews 1:1), with 
each succeeding age building upon 
the one that preceded it. We can 


therefore trace the development of 
doctrines through the Bible, and rec- 
ognize a truth as an advance over 
that which prepared the way for it. 

How else shall we understand our 
Lord’s statement: “Ye have heard 
that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 
shall kill shall be in danger of the 
judgment: But I say unto you, That 
whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment” (Matthew 5:21, 22). 

Bible study is never an end in it- 
self. We do not study the Bible to 
know the Bible, but to know God, to 
know ourselves, and to know God’s 
will for us. 

Our aim should be so to see God 
in His Word that our lives will be 
changed to conform to the pattern 
set forth in the Lord Jesus Christ (II 
Cor. 3:18). Creed and conduct must 
never be divorced. We must, as 
James said, be “doers of the word, 
and not hearers only” (James 1:22). 

There are dangers in Bible study. 


We may become spiritually proud 
(“Knowledge puffs up,” Paul says in 
I Corinthians 8:1), or we may be- 
come merely academic, failing to re- 
ceive the Word with meekness 
(James 1:21) and to apply it to our 
lives (James 1:23, 24). 

The end result of all Bible study 
should be its application to life. Re- 
member, the Word of God is “seed” 
to be planted in your heart, to take 
root and bear fruit. What fruit will 
come to you from Bible study? 





MISSIONS IN FRANCE 
(Continued from page 23) 


Mr. X: It is wrong for American 
missionaries to live too much together 
or to meet too frequently amongst 
themselves. On the contrary, they 
should “melt” as much as possible 
into organizations which are primar- 
ily French in composition, and seek 
to be truly French to the French. 

Question: In what way can the 
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ETERNITY 


foreign worker contribute to the 
training of French leaders? 

-Amswer: My feeling is that the 
foreign worker can do a greal deal 
to train French leaders if he contrib- 
utes those elements that the French- 
man himself cannot bring: the Amer- 
ican vision, for example, or the 
knowledge of techniques and meth- 
ods which are practically unknown 
in France, such as use of the radio, 
the tape recorder, films and other 
modern techniques of publicity. I be- 
lieve, on the other hand, that the 
American should never work alone 
to train French leaders, but should 
always seek to collaborate with 
French workers who are competent, 
wherever necessary, to respect and 
develop a true French mentality 
among those who are the future 
leaders of the evangelical work in 
France. By that I mean that the 
French Church should be led by 
French people and that these French 
leaders should not be denaturalized 
or “deFrenchized.” 

Question: You seem to believe 
that France is a unique mission field. 

Answer: Let us not forget that the 
gospel was preached in France from 
the earliest centuries of the Church 
and that for a long, long time, France 
has been called the “Eldest Daughter 
of the Church.” The French people, 
almost to a man, are convinced that 
they know all about Christianity. So 
‘when they get the impression that 
others look upon them as pagans 
they are highly irritated, they close 
their ears, and he who would speak 
to them is deprived of a hearing. 
And here is the tragedy, that they 
think they know the gospel—that is 
why the evangelization of France is 
so difficult. The French have heard 
the words “gospel” and “Jesus 
Christ,” and these words represent 
something that is far from exact but 
which they cherish nevertheless. 

And so, though it is true that 
France is a mission field, we should 
never tell the French that they are 
pagans who need to be converted. 
With much care and tact we must 
show them that their knowledge of 
the gospel is deformed and incom- 
plete, and seek to bring them back 
to the true gospel which in reality 
they do not know. 
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SCRIPTURAL HEALING 
(Continued from page 29) 


of the saint is placed in the power 
and will of the Lord. His will above 
all else is sought, and if this should 
mean, for the good of the saint and 
the glory of the Lord, that healing be 
withheld, then the will of the Lord 
be done. 

Prayer for the sick immediately 
follows. From the construction of the 
sentence, all the elders pray for the 
sick one. And the emphasis is upon 
prayer and not upon anointing, as 
the following verse attests. 

This word of caution should be 
added. While nothing is said about 
using the services of a doctor, cer- 
tainly nothing in the passage pre- 
vents it. It may be that God will heal 
through the medium of medical at- 
tention. This may be the means God 
will use in answering the prayer of 
the elders. It is wise at least to em- 
ploy every good means. And it is 
good theology to remember that while 
God may will and order the end, He 
also uses means to reach the desired 
end. Above all things believers 
should not limit God by making it 
impossible for Him to use medical 
skill. 


RESULT OF FAITH 


4. What is the result? “And the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and 
if he have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him.” A number of fac- 
tors all working together bring about 
the healing of the saint. 

(a) The divine source. This is 
clearly set forth in verse 15, “And 
the Lord shall raise him up.” All 
healing comes from the Lord, no 
matter what means may be used, or 
what prayers may be offered, or 
what gifts may be exercised. The 
Lord is the one who heals, for He is 
the Great Physician. He may do so 
immediately, with or without means, 
or He may do so more remotely, 
with or without means. He may do 
so instantly or over a period of time. 
The words “shall raise up,” denoting 
simple future time and expressing 
certainty, do not indicate how soon 
the healing will take place. But when 
the healing comes it may be con- 


cluded that whether by supernatural 


intervention or providential means 
it is from the Lord. 

(b) The human appropriation, 
In the words: “And the prayer of’ 
faith shall save the sick,” are three 
important things that should be 
noted. 

First, there is a prayer of worship 
and devotion, displaying the motive 
of those who pray. Such is the mean- 
ing of the word in the original for 
prayer. Since the definite article is 
used with this word, it is “the 
prayer,” one which recognizes God 
as high and holy and good, who will 
not withhold any good thing from 
His own, when it falls within the 
center of His perfect will. This 
prayer is one which recognizes God’s 
plan and purpose and displays a de- 
sire to find the exact place within 
that plan and purpose. It is a prayer 
such as this that God will hear and 
answer. 


PLEASING GOD 


Second, this prayer is according 
to the will of God, seeking that thing 
which pleases Him. The original 
reads, “the prayer of the faith.” The 
definite article used with faith makes 
it more than just mere personal faith. 
Its first meaning is the body of truth 
known as “the faith.” The prayer of 
the faith is one in harmony with the 
revealed truth of God, and is accord- 
ing to the will of God (I John 5:14). 
God answers such prayer. But a 
prayer that is according to the will of 
God is also one of personal faith, 
and in this case personal faith on the 
part of the elders. God not only sup- 
plies the foundation for faith, but 
gives faith to place on the foundation 
(Eph. 2:8, 9). And God honors such 
faith. 

Third, this prayer is one wrought 
within by God Himself, thus indicat- 
ing the manner in which the prayer 
is prayed. Verse 16, however, is often 
misunderstood. It reads, “The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteousness 
man availeth much.” This makes it 
appear that the value of the prayer 
depends upon the righteous man. 
But according to the Greek the verse 
should read, “The prayer of a right- 


eous man, which is_ energized 
(wrought) in him, accomplishes 
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much.” Thus, the value of the prayer 
depends upon God, who energizes 
the prayer in the elders. Philippians 
2:13 will verify this point, “For it 
is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure.” 

(c) The physical effect. Such a 
prayer has power with God and will 
bring physical healing to the saint. 

The Lord Himself is the absolute 
source bringing about restoration to 
service. “The Lord shall raise him 
up” means raising from a bed of ill- 
ness, weariness, inability to do any- 
thing, and placing on his feet and 
putting him back into service. 

The certainty of this event is guar- 
anteed in God’s time and it will be a 
reality to the sick. “Shall save” and 
“shall raise up” are in the simple 
future tense. Absolute certainty is 
guaranteed by this tense. But the 
exact time is not specified. It may be 
soon or over a period of time. Where 
healing does not follow, it is evident 
that God has not given “the prayer 
of faith.” 


(d) The spiritual blessing. The 
matter is not finished, as some might 
conclude, if one considers the clos- 
ing words of verse 15, “And if he 
have committed sins, they shall be 
forgiven him.” This means that 
every relationship with God is for 
the purpose of bringing the soul in 
closer touch with Him. 

Sometimes personal sins may be 
the cause of the illness. If so, those 
sins must.be confessed and put away. 
Confession of sin will bring the saint 
into a new light and place of blessing 
with the Lord. He will catch a new 
vision of the Lord and will see sin in 
its blackness as never before. 

Where personal sin is not the cause 
of sickness, this service will provide 
an opportunity for the sick person 
to consider anew the holiness of the 
Lord and the sinfulness of sin, and 
will be one factor in bringing him 
closer to the Lord. Confessing faults 
one to another is not an enjoyable 
thing, but it leads to humility and 
mutual concern for one another 
which expresses itself in prayer. 





Whenever sin is _ confessed, 
whether it is the cause of sickness or 
not, it will be forgiven (I John 1:9). 
If it is the cause of the sickness, the 
cause being removed, healing will 
follow. But best of all, the sin being 
removed will bring the believer into 
a new appreciation of fellowship 
with his fellow Christians and with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There is noth- 
ing more precious than this. If this 
service will accomplish this for the 
saint, he can well thank the Lord that 
He allowed sickness to come inthis 
life. In this age of grace we are par- 
ticularly in the area of spiritual bless- 
ings. Physical healing is a matter of 
God’s will of grace, but God has cer- 
tainly not forgotten our physical 
needs. 

Let the saints praise God that 
through the avenue of physical sick- 
ness an opportunity has been pro- 
vided in which the saint may be 
healed. But more important than 
that, it provides a place where inven- 
tory of one’s spiritual state may be 
diagnosed and healed. 
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